A Full RELATITION of every 
Thing that has happened to 


Elizabeth Canning, ſince Sen- 1 
tence has been pallegenpon her 


Oo 


about the GyYPpsy. f,* 


* "as | 

> HEN the Jury brought i in their firſt 2 
Verdict into Court, Guilty of Per- 
Jury, but Not Wilful and Corrupt, 
there was a great Shout; ; but, when 
> after being ſent out again, they re- 
turned and brought in a Verdict 


Guilty of the Inditiment, there was a remarkable Si- 
lence. | 


How ſhe behaved under the Shock of this unekx— 
pected Verdict, will beſt appear from the following: 


Letter, wrote by a Gentleman who attended her 
that Night to Newgate : 48 | 


S1 ,. 
4 I ſhall with great Alacrity inform you of * 
«© I know of the Behaviour of the diſtreſſed good 
« Girl (as I make no Scruple {till to ſtile Elisa, 
9 CO under her preſent Circumſtatices * IA 
'A dy companied * 
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„ companied her to her Priſon : In her Way thi- 

ther, and during my Stay with her that Morning, 
ſhe was not diſtreſſed, as one might have ima- 
gined any Perſon to be under Confinement; her 
Behaviour was ſteady, ſerene, and tranquil, and 
the greateſt of her Concern ſeemed to be ſor her 
poor Mother, leſt ſhe ſhould be too much ſhocked 
at hearing the ungrateful News, I have viſited 
her ſundry Times ſince, and have in general 
found her Behaviour to be chearful and reſizned to 
the Lot Providence has been pleaſed to chuſe for 
„ her : She once ſaid, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould not be 
there long ; but if ſhe was, ſhe ſhould endeavour 
« to ſubmit to it: In fhort, her whole Behaviour 
under her preſent Circumſtances has been (as far 
as J am a Judge of Human Nature) juſt ſuch as 
we might ſuppoſe that of conſcious Innocence to 
be; not bold and impudent, as thoughtleſs Guilt 
is apt to behave, nor ſullen and moody, as if con- 


ſcious of Crimes ſhe had been unwilling to be de- 
& tected in.“ 


Oa the 14th of May the following Queries ap- 
peared i in the Gazeteer, ſigned by Sollom Emlym, Eſq 
an eminent Counſellor at Law : | 

Query 1. Is not E. C. ſurrendering herſelf vo- 
luntarily, when ſhe had nothing to loſe by going 
away, an Argument of her Innocence, ? | 

Anſwer. As a Perſon flying from Juſtice is a Pre- 
ſumption of Guilt, ſo a voluntary Surrender is, by 
Parity of Reaſon, a Preſumption of Innocence; 
but then it is but a Preſumption, which may be over- 
thrown by direct poſitive Evidence. 

O2. 2. Is it agreeable to Law, that a Jury, once 
charged n the Evidence, may be permitted to go 


at 


( 3 by 4 
at large,“ before they have delivered in their ver- 3 
dict? — 5 = 
A. I am of Opinion, that- though a Jury once 
charged; may, by Conſent of Parties, be diſcharged 
wholly from trying the Cauſe, yet I do not appre- 
herd that the Law will allow them to go at large, in 
a criminal Caſe, while the Tryal is depending; for 
though in a long Tryal ſuch a Confinement may be 
inconvenient, yet I cannot find that the Law has pro- 
vided any Remedy for it, it being in the Eye of the 
Law a leſs Inconvenience than expoſing the Jury to 
be tampered with before they have brought in their 
Verdict; yet I ſee not but that they may take Re- 
freſhment, and retire to Reſt in a Place provided for 
them, provided that they be guarded by z ſworn Of- 
ficer, that no Body be admitted to ſpeak to them. 


2. 3. Is it not neceſſary upon an Indictment for 


Perjury, not only to prove that the Fa& ſworn to is 
falſe, but alſo that the Defendant knew it to be ſo at 
the Time of ſwearing ? - 

A. I think it to be very clear, that a mere miſtaken - 
falſe Oath, without wilful and corrupt Deſign, is not 
Perjury, within the Meaning of the Indictment 3 
for the Indictment charges it to be done falſely, tuil- 
fully, and corruptly. Nor did I ever know, hear or,” 
read, of any one convicted of Perjury, without Evi- = 
dence to prove a corrupt Deſign, Plot or Confede- 
racy, or elſe that the Party muſt needs know it to 
be falſe; as in this Caſe, if it were proved that 


E. C. was elſewhere at the Time ſhe pretended to be 


at Enfield; for. in this ſhe could not ſwear falſe 
through Mitake, as ſhe might with Reſpect to the 
Perſon of the Gypſy. Nor is it ſufficient that even 
this Evidence be but of equal Weight with. the De- 
fendant's Oath ; for that would be. but Oath againſt 
Oath, which determines nothing, unleſs it be of ſu- 


2 | perior 


*The Jury on a the Trial, were ſuffered to go out at large every 
Night, and 22 two Whole Days, in rh the Trial was ne q 


ko 


* 


T6 in | 
perior Weight and Credit ; for elſe, by turning the 


Tables, the Witneſs might equally be convicted on 9 
the Detendant's Oath. - 


2. 4. Does the Law require that a Jury charged ' 4 


upon ſuch Indiftment, muſt neceſſarily bring in their 


Verdict Guilty or Not Guilty generally? . 

A. Certainly the Law requires no ſuch Thing; 
for the Jury may, if they pleaſe, bring in their Ver- 
dict Special, or Guilty as to Part, and Not Guilty as 
to the other Part. Indeed, if it be only verboſely 
worded, and amounts in Subſtance to a general Ver- 
dict, it may be right in the Court to tell them, k 
would be more proper to find it general; but then 
Care ſhould be taken ſo to explain it to them, that 
they may not by a general Verdict find the Deſen- 
dant guilty of more than they believe or intended to 
find him. ; | | 

Q: 5. Does not a finding the Defendant not guilty 
of wilful Perjury, amount to an Acquittal, although * 
they ſhould alſo find the Party guilty of ſwearing 
falſely, not wilfully? SES 
A. If the Jury really believed the Party innocent 
of wilful ſorſwearing, this is in Effect a general Ver- 
dict of Acquittal, for this is the only criminal Part 
of the Indictment ; and the ſwearing falſely, if not 
with Deſign and knowingly, is, as I conceive, not 
criminal in Law : And after this, to find a general 
Verdict of guilty, is quite the contrary to their firſt 
finding. | | 

©. 6. Suppoſe the Jury, through Surprize, Inad- 
vertency, or Miſtake, find ſuch a Verdict, is there 
any Remedy to prevent Judgment in ſuch Caſe ? 

A. This is extreamly difficult, unleſs ſome Error 
can be ſhewn upon the Face of the Record, which, 
may be Cauſe for arreſting Judgment. Perhaps the 

ſuffering 


* 


oy: 


ſuffering the Jury to go at large in the Midſt of the 
Tryal may be ſuch a Cauſe, as being a Mil-tryal. | 


In the Caſe of Simons, the Poliſh Jew, upon A. 
davit of the Fury, that they did not mean to give 
fuch Verdict as was entered, (as here, that they 
did not mean to find the Defendant guilty of 
that Part of the Indidiment, which charges with 
wilful Perjury, but only that ſhe had in ſome 
Part fworn falſely, though not wilfully,) the 
Court did ſet aſide the Tryal. If this be re- 
ally the Caſe, the Fury 28. however, for di ſ- 
burthening their own Conſciences, to make ſuch 
Repreſentations to the Court, and leave the E 
fett to them. 

May , 1754. 8. Eulvx. 


About the 15th of May, the following Advertiſe- 
ment was publiſhed in all the Papers : 


RAWLINSON, 1 
Tueſday the 14th Day of May, 1754, and in the. 
Twenty-ſeventh Year of the Reign . Ring 
George the Second, of Great- Britain, Cc. 41 
„ Whereas during and after the Tryal of Eliza- 7 
&« Leth Canning at the Old Bailey laſt Seſſions, many 
« Perſons aſſembled in a tumultuous Manner, and 
« outrageouſly inſulted Sir Cr:/p Gaſcegue, Knt. one 
ce of the Aldermen of this City, by throwing Dirt 
at him, and threatening his Life, and alſo inſulted 
* ſeveral other of the Magiſtrates of this City, b 
<6 hiſſing at them, and committing. other Outrages, 
ein Defiance of the Laws of this Kingdom, and to 
ce the great Diſturbance of publick Juſtice: In or- 
6 der therefore to deter others from the like enor- 
“ mous Practices for the future, and for bringihg 
A 3 \ % ſuch 
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* boch Offenders to Juſtice; this Court doth wu 
<« by promiſe, that whoever will diſcover ſuch Of- 
«© fender or Offenders, ſo as that he, ſhe, or they, 
may be apprehended and puniſhed for the faid Of- 
e fences, ſhall on Conviction of each Offender, be 
«© entitled to a Reward of Twenty Pounds, to be 

6 28 by the * of this City.“ 


A few Days aſter, the following was publiſhed : 
© TheReverencedue toa Deciſion not yet made, equal- 
ly binds both Parties to Silence; and every Antict- 
pation of Evidence is not only illegal, but a tacit Ad- 
miſſion the Perſon Guilty of it is convinced, that the 
Cauſe he eſpouſes will not bear a ſtrict Examination 

free from Paſſion and Prej udice. But though the 
Friends of Elizabeth C- g have been ſilent on 
this Head, yet no Reſpect due either to the Laws 
of God or Man requires their paſſing by, unnoticed, 
Reflections on her Character and their own, equally 
3 and F alſe, which are ſo diligently propaga- 
a> | 
For her— had ſhe not poſſeſſed from her Infancy 
a Moral Character, exemplary as well as blameleſs, 
two diſtinct Sets of Men, whom Charity alone en- 
1 in her Defence, would not have been ſuch 
diots as to perſiſt init : And- after ſhe has been 
driven, by the moſt confident Aſſertions, to the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſummoning a Phyſician and a Midwife to 
clear her Character from the fouleſt Aſperſions, the 
Propriety of whoſe Examination was ſuſperſeded by 
the Teſtimony of a Mid wife called, and the Admiſſions 
of Council retained againſt her; it is ſurely a Scan- 
dal to Humanity that her preſent Situation cannot 
protect her from new Barbarities and Lies. Simpli- 


city, Integrity, and Diligence, are 0e only * 
0 


4 


„ 


of this Orphan Girl; and to have the Fruits of them 
ſecured to her, in the Station allotted her by Provi- 
dence, of a common Houſe Servant, is the utmoſt 
ſhe has aſpired after, notwithſtanding the affected 
Appellations that have been given by her Malice and 


Folly, in Contradiction to the Senſe of every Per- ä : | 


ſon who has ſeen her. 

For thoſe of her Friends, who have aſſiſted her in 
making her Defence they are willing to re- 
fer it to the moſt ſtrict and impartial Inquiry, 
whether they have not always conſidered the 
Difcovery of Truth and the inflexible Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice, in a Caſe that has occaſioned all 
Human Evidence to be queſtioned by the Sceptic, 
and may occaſion all Human Laws to be defied by 
the daring, as of the firſt Importance, | 

C might have been happy, and muſt have 
been ſafe in an Obſcurity that eluded all Search, bad 
not her own Inclination and the - Sentiments of her 
Friends induced her to appear. But the eſtabliſhing 
merely the Characters of Ten Innocents, or merely 
procuring the Puniſhment of Ten Guilty Perſons, 
is not of equal Importance with the Queſtion that 
remains to be determined: the Safety of the Whole 
Community depends upon the impaitial Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice to every Individual; a ſingle Exception 
to this Rule may juſtly make every one tremble for 
himſelf, and ſor the Objects of his deareſt Affection 
and tendereſt Regard. Thus much before the Tryal. 
During the Courſe of it, her Friends, as well in Pe- 
ſon as by Advertiſements, took ſuch honeſt, ſuch 
ſucceſsful Pains to prevent the Inſults complained of, 
that they may reaſonably expect the infamous Para- 
graph in the London Daily Advertiſer of Wedneſday 

"as 


1 
the 1ſt inſt. (1) ſhould be publickly diſclaimed and 


ſtigmatiſed, not only as Injurious to them, but as 
being in itſelf a Violation of the Law, and tending 


to produce the very Riot which it cenſures. 


The following was publiſhed much about the ſame 
Time. 
SIR, 


« Tacitus has juſtly remarked, that all extraordi- 
dinary Events in Point of Credibility, are ſubject to 
as extraordinary Revolutions; ſome receiving as 
undoubted "Truth every inſignificant Rumour, re- 
gardleſs from what Channel it flows; and others 
artfuily palliating Matters, ſo as to make them ap- 
pear with a quite contrary Viſage. - While ſo much 
Perverſneſs reigns in Minds, while the Generality 
declare themſelves ſuch furious Partizans on their 
Favourite Side of the Queſtion, it will be always 


extremely difficult for the more rational Part to come 
at a diſtinct View of the Truth: by collating Cir- 


cumſtances, they may perhaps form probable Conjec- 
tures ; but to acquicſce to ſole Probability is dan- 
gerous ; the Mind ſeeks after the Evidence that 

| ſhould 


(1) Paragraph in the London Daiiy Advertiſer of May 1h, 


This Morning at Nine o'Clock will be continued the 
Trial of Elizabeth Canning. — At the breaking up of 
the Court on Monday Night a Mob (as it may be rea- 
ſonably believed) hired for the purpoſe, were Guilty of 
many Inſults and Abuſes on the Perſons who appeared in 
behalf of the Proſecution ; the Evidences for which, we 
are credibly informed, are threatened with DeſtruQtion, 
Muſt it not appear an extraordinary inſtance of the Girl's 
Innocence, that thoſe who have ſo long endeavoured to 
elude the Courſe of Juſtice, by a continued train of Arti- 
fice, now ſeek to impede it by Violence and Outrage. 


( 9) 

ſhould be intimately connected with Things, and 
debarred of ſuch, it never can well be ſatisfied. * 

What is here inculcated, may naturally coincide 
with the Affair of Elizabeth Canning and Mary 
Sguires, the Town, notwithſtanding the late long 
and ſtrict Diſquiſition into the Merits of the Cauſe, 
is as much divided in Opinion about it as ever. Its 
peremptory and final Deciſion is for a Time ſuſpen- 
ded, and even ſhould it be determined-in the ſame 
juridical Manner it began, it is much to be dreaded, 
that the Ferment of Party will not the leſs ſubſide, 
that more bitter Invectives will take Place, and that 


louder Clamours will be heard againſt Oppreflors 


(as it will be ſaid) of real Virtue and real Inno- 
cence. Te 

It has been obſerved in ſeveral well regulated 
Commonwealths, that the Laws have been paſſive, 
a rather have diſſembled a Multiplicity of Acts con- 
trary to Juſtice, either upon Account of the public 
Tranquility, or other ſubſtantial Reaſons ; as ſup- 
poſe, when great and opulent Men being the Delin- 
quents, it is apprehended that their Puniſhment will 
be attended with much worſe Conſequences than 
their Crime ; or when the Thing is ſo trivial, as not 
to deſerve being debated upon in a Court of Judi- 
cature, or when its Diſcerptation is involved in great 
Obſcurities, or if the Evil intirely inbred cannot be 
extirpated without a Convulſion in the State. 

Tis plain that the Affair of Canning and Sguires, 
though the one was a poor Servant-Maid, the other 
reputed a Gipſey, carries the Face of ſome Impor- 
tance: it intereſts in a great Meaſure the Preſerva- 
tion of Britiſh Liberty, it has had for a conſiderable 
Time no ſmall Share of the public Attention, it is 
even talked of in other Countries, and ſhould it ſtill 
remain wrapped up in Myſtery, the preſent 9 

| M 


( 10 ) 
muſt become the Dupes of pious Frauds or ſomething 
worſe; our Poſterity will be rivetted in the ſame 
Chain of irremediable Error, and Strangers muſt ne- 
ceſſarily laugh to ſcorn our Want of Diſcern- 
ment. 

It may be preſumed, with good Reaſon, that the 
only Way to extricate us from all Embarraſſment, 
1s to have Recourſe to the Interpoſition of the Royal 
Prerogative. Should his Majeſty be pleaſed to grant 
his moſt gracious Pardon and Protection to any of 
the Parties concerned for diſcovering what might be 
depended upon as genuine in the Affair; and ſhould 
alſo, by a kind of ſuperabundant Favour, a moderate 
Contribution be raiſed, as a Premium for the Party 
ſo informing, there would.then be a fair Proſpect of 
unlearning our Deceptions : Certain it is, that Re- 
wards allotted for villainous Actions might prove 
very detrimental to the Public Repoſe; for in Ex- 
pectation of a like Encouragement we ſhould never 
want other Canning's and - Squire's conſtantly 
ſprouting up as ſo many Hydra's Heads, and requiring 
more than a Herculean Labour to deſtroy them; but 
upon this particularEmergency a Reward ſeems highly 
neceſſary, if not ſo much for becoming acquainted 
-with the ingenious, and, at preſent, impenetrable 
Contrivers of the Paradox, as for compleating what- 
ever ſeems deficient towards gratifying the Curiolity : 
the Royal Pardon and Protection, in Virtue of which 
the Reward may be legally propoſed, will readily 
remove all Fear of Danger, and it likewiſe muſt be 
equally or rather, more neceſſary, becauſe in cer- 
tain Caſes the Ends of Puniſhment ſeem not always 


1 . requiſite, eſpecially when Pardon can be productive 
of greater Utility, or when the Ends of Puniſhment 
may more commodiouſly be attained by other Me- 


To 


thods. 


6 
To diſcuſs any Thing relating to the late Trial 
is quite Foreign to the Character of Impartiality 
here aſſumed. All that every Man of Integrity ſhould 
wiſh for is to ſee Truth triumphant in its native Glory, 

and if this delectable Sight cannot as ſoon as we 

in Queſt of it be obtained by the uſual Means pro- 
poſed, for ſuch a Reſearch, let us ſtrenuouſly, with 
all the Powers of Soul and Body, endeavour to effect 
it, if poſſible, otherwiſe. Truth is always. Truth no 
Matter how diſcovered, ſo it be; but as long as ſome 
gape after Reaſons founded on their private Wiſdom 
and others their Fondneſs of, Party, it will. always 
Jurk overſhadowed by the Clouds -ill defigning Men 
throw over it. DF 

| | Tours, &. 7 
ARISTARCHUS, 


On Thurſday the 25th of May, the following was 
publiſhed by T. Trueman, Eſq; 25 

« Allowing the Difficulties in E. C.'s Account of 
her Sufferings their full Weight, do not thoſe which 
attend the Suppoſition of her being a Cheat overha» 
lance them? For, 


Qu. 1. Have chere not been Inſtances enough 


known of young Women ſpirited away by Bawds 


and Whore-Maſters ? Is there not, particularly, as 
black and complicated a Crime of this Kind laid to 
the Charge of a Nobleman of the laſt Age, and uni- 
verſally believed; the Story. of which yas related 

ſome Months ago in the Free Enquirer. 8 
2. Are there not on Record in the Tranſactions of 
the Royal Society, and in authentick Hiſtory, un- 

queſtionable Inſtances of Perſons faſting, or being 
| | ſuſtained 


* See 2 remarkable Story of the late E. of Eſſex in 
Mr. Whiſton's Lite, p. 272 to 278, 2d Edition. 
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* eaſily at laſt. | 


( 12 ) 
ſuſtained with almoſt nothing, much longer than one 
Month ? 
3. Is not an Intermiſfion, a Diminution, or Inver- 
ſion of the periſtaltic Mot! n of the Bowels, and al- 


moſt a total Privation of many of the Animal Func- 


tions, and eſpecially of the natural Evacuations, to 
be expected in the Caſe of a Perſon overpowered 
with Fear, and deprived of Suſtenance a long Time ? 

4. Is it not eaſily conceivable, that the Perſons, 
by whom E. C. pretends to have been confined, might 
think it the ſafeſt Thing they could do, to leave her 
to herſelf, in the Manner ſhe relates? Might they 
not expect, that Hunger would in Time bring her to 
a Compliance ? Might they not be afraid of attempt- 
ing to force her, or to turn her out, after the Uſage 
ſhe had received from them? Might they not con- 
clude, that to attempt to prevail with her by any 
other Means than thoſe they uſed, would only pique 
her Pride, or Virtue, and make her more obſtinate ? 
And is not the Poſſeſſion of one, ſuppoſed to be a 
Virgin, and who has held out long, reckoned a Prize 
among the Cuſtomers of ſuch Houſes, for whieh 
they will give any Conſideration ? Is it not therefore 
probable, all Conſequences conſidered, that Mrs. W. 
and her Aſſociates would be the laſt Perſons to think 
of favouring E. C.*s Eſcape ? And, as to her contt- 
nuing in her Confinement ſo long, and eſcaping fo 


5. Is it not eaſy to conceive, that a timorous 


Peres Creature, who found herſelf in the Hands of 


erſons who appeared to her capable of any Barba- 
rity, might be ſo terrified, as not to he able to think 
of making her Eſcape from a Place of Confinement, 


' otherwiſe not ſufficient to reſtrain any Perfon, who 
was not chained by Fear? And yet, is it not alſo 
conceivable, that the ſame Perſon might at laſt, ſee- 
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ing nothing, either Way, but Death before her, take 
a Reſolution between Hope and Deſpair, and ſo make 
her Eſcape ? 

6. Is her walking ten Miles, in the emaciated 
Condition ſhe was in, an Impoſflibility ? Are there 
no Inſtances of Perſons performing as wonderful Ac- 


tions, when flying from their Enemies, and in Fear 


of their Lives ? a 
7. Suppoſing E. C. to be a Cheat, are we to be- 
lieve her to be a Perſon of Sagacity, or one of mean 
Capacity ? If ſhe is the former, how came ſhe to 
forge the Story of her Sufferings, in the Manner ſhe 
did, if it was a Forgery ? What End was ſhe to 
gain by ſcandalizing a Sett of infamous People, and 
Vagabonds ? Would a Perſon of common Senſe 
have clogged a Forgery, which ſhe had a Month to 
put together, with a Number of Difficulties, which 
might have been left out of the Scheme ? Would not 
a Perſon of Sagacity have invented a Story that was 
at leaſt plauſible? Why muſt ſhe be dragged almoſt 
a Dozen Miles? Why muſt ſhe have ſo very ſmall _ 
an Allowance of Bread and Water ? Why muſt the 
Functions of Nature be ſuſpended ? Why mutt no 
Creature come near her, or endeavour to prevail with 
her, by Threatenings or Solicitations, in ſo long a 
Time? If, on the other Hand, ſhe is a Fool, how 
came ſhe to be capable of inventing a Story which 
has baffled the Skill of the ableſt Lawyers, Men ac- 
cuſtomed to ſearch into and unravel the Schemes of 
the Crafty, and has put the whole Nation to a Non- 
plus to confute her? Which is ſo far from being. 
done, that it is notorious, ſhe has in both her Tryals 
drawn the Opinion of the Juries to her Side., For 
that the firſt Jury, who brought in the Gypſy and 
Mrs. W. guilty, believed E. C.'s Story, hardly any 
one can doubt. And that, on her late Tryal, the 
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Jury did not find her a Cheat, is equally clear, For 
their firſt ſpontaneous Verdict acquitted her of all 
the Guilt charged in the Inditment ; and with their 
ſecond they earneſtly recommended her to Mercy ; 
which they never would have done, had they judged 
her guilty of wilful Perjury, to the taking away the 
Life of a Perſon who had never injured her. I ſay 
nothing of what, has been declared by ſome of the 
Jury ſince the Tryal, which ſhews, paſt all Doubt, 
their favourable Opinion of her. | 
8. Had E. C. been a Cheat, how comes it, that 
ſo many collateral Circumſtances ſhould concur to 
confirm her Story ? That ſo many People ſhould 
voluntarily, and unaſked, appear, to give Teſtimony 
upon Oath, in her Favour? That the Turnpike 
Man ſhould fee a Woman dragged along the Road, 
by two Fellows, about the Time of the Night and 
Day of the Month, in which ſhe pretends to have 
been in thoſe Circumſtances ? That ſeveral People 
ſhould ſee a Perſon fo remarkable in her Appearance, 
and in ſuch Circumſtances of Diſtreſs, upon the Road 
toward London, at the Time ſhe pretends ſhe was 
on her Return? That, though the Life of a Subject 
was at Stake, and in immediate Danger, I inean the 
Gypſy ; no Creature ſhould appear, and declare, 
that it was they, who the Turnpike Man ſaw, or 
whom the other Perſons met at the Time of E. C's 
pretended return from her Captivity ; or that E. C. 
was to their Knowledge in ſuch a Place, during her 
pretended Confinement ? To be able to conjure up 
ſuch a Number of amazing Circumſtances in Favour 
of a Forgery, and that none of them ſhould be evi- 
dently abſurd, or be afterwards confuted; muſt ſhe not 
poſſeſs an uncommon Degree of Sagacity ? And 
to invent a Story ſo liable to be cavilled at, muſt ſhe . 
not have heen a perfect Idiot? 


9. Is 
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9. Is there not a conſiderable Difference between 
the Character of E. C. and thoſe of a Bawd and a 
Gypſey; a Sort of People, whoſe very Profeſſions, 
generally ſpeaking entitle them to the Gallows ? Had 
the Gypſey happened to have been hanged the Con- 
ſequence would have been, that there had been in 
the Nation one Vagabond leſs. But if the unhappy 
E. C. is innocent, oratworſt, has committed ſome Miſ- 
takes in her Account of her Sufferings, which might 
very naturally happen, the primitive Martyrs did not 
much more deſerve the Commiſeration of all humane 
Perſons, than one, whoſe cruel Miſeries have been ſo 
ill redreſſed, or rather been aggravated by the very 
Means, which ſhould have proved her Redreſs. 

10. Do not this, and the Tryal of Simmons the 
Jew, ſhew the Neceſſity of making ſome Regulations 
with reſpect to three Points ? the firſt, to reſtore 
human Teſtimony to ſome Degree of Certainty, by 
putting Judicial Oaths under proper Regulations: 
the ſecond, to redreſs the Grievances to which Juries 


are ſubject : and the third, the putting ſuch effec- 


tua] Reſtraints upon idle Vagrants, that there may 
not be a Gypſy in the Nation. . 

Theſe are a few Reflections thrown together by 
one who never ſaw E. C. nor is acquainted with any 
one of her Protectors, and who defies all Surmiſes of 
Partiality, or Attachment to any Side, but that of 
Truth, for which he has the higheſt Regard. | 

In a few Days after the Publication of this by., T. 
Trueman, Eſq; the following unqueſtionable Inſtances 
were given of Perſons faſt:ng, or being ſuſtained . 
with almoſt nothing, much longer than one Month, 


+ Theſe are excellently ſet forth by Sollom Emlyn, 
Elq; Counſellor at Law, in his judicious Preface to Judge 
Hales's Reports. "548 
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and likewiſe of the Suſpenſion of natural Evacua- 
tions: For the Enemies of E. C. treated this Part 
of her Story as an utter Impoſſibility, and as if there 
had been never any Thing like it before. 

But the Records of the Tower of London mention 

a Scotchman, imprifoned for Felony, and ſtrictly 
watched in that Fortreſs for ſix Weeks ; in all which 
Time he took not the leaſt Suſtenance, for which 
he had his Pardon. The German Ephemerides ſpeak 
of one Martha Taylor, who, by a Blow on her Back, 
fell into ſuch a Proſtration of Appetite, that ſhe 
took no Suſtenance, beſides a few Drops with a Fea- 
ther, for thirteen Months. 

As to the Suſpenſion of natural Evacuations, the 
Philoſophical Tranſactions furniſh us with an ex- 
traordinary Inſtance of Coſtiveneſs, in the Perſon of 
one Thomas Philipps, who, for ſeveral Years, never 
went to Stool in Jeſs than nineteen or twenty Weeks. 
He generally eat and drank as well as his Neigh- 
bours, and did all the while the Office of a labour- 
ing Man; yet was no other Evacuations ſenſibly 


greater than in other People. He died of it at 23 
Years old. 


The following humorous Letter likewiſe appeared 
in the Gazeteer of the 27th of May: 


To the PRINTER, &@c. 
S1R, 


“J cannot tell how to expreſs my Surprize to 
find a Perſon of ſo great Sagacity as T. Trueman, 
Eſq; ſhould commit ſo horrid a Blunder, as to write 
a whole Paper in Favour of E. C. Undoubtedly he 
has committed a great Miſtake, which you Brothers 
of the Quill ſhould endeavour to rectify. es 


* 0 
as 


+6 
+. 


611750 
call ſuch uſeful Subjects as Gypſies by the barbarou 
Name of Vagabonds! Why this is quite inſupport- 
able; ſurely he does not conſider the vaſt Impor- 
tance Bawds and Gypſies are to this poor Nation. 
Why we ſhould be utterly ruined and undone wich- 
out them ! Pray, what would become of our young 
Nobility and Gentry, if there were no Bawds to 
procure young Girls of Pleaſure for them? Why 
the poor Creatures muſt be obliged to marry, and 
our Daughters would not have the Honour to die old 
Maids, and an old Maid you know is worth her 
Weight in Gold, tbough ſhe has not a Farthing. Or 
how could young Ladies of Fortune know any 
Thing of their future good Luck, if there were to 
be no Gypſies ? Surely then ſuch excellent Members 
of Society as Bawds and Gypſies are worthy the ut- 
moſt Care of our M tes to vindicate and ſup- 
port; and not only common Humanity, but the 
Neceſſities of our Natures requires they ſhould be 
ſupported and maintained; whilſt it is contrary to 
Reaſon and Juſtice, | as well as an unſufferabl? 
Pride and Ill-nature, nay, downright Impudence it- 
ſelf, to endeavour to vindicate a modeſt, ſober, virtu- 
ous Girl, with h.r good Character; a mere Drudge, 
with an ordinary Face, we have enough ſuch Crea- 
tures ; had ſhe indeed been a beautiful Damſel, with 
fine black Eyes, and had ſhe the Honour to have 
been. Bed-tucker to ſome great Man, ſhe might haie 
found a Friend able to have helped her in her Time 
of Need. But ſuch a poor Dowdy, ſuch an ordi- 
nary Creature as Bet C.'s boaſting of her good Cha- 
racter, her Modeſty and Virtue, forſooth, and ſuch 
Sort of Stuff, (which is quite out of Faſhion, and 
ought, therefore, undoubtedly, to be baniſhed the 


Nation,) to ſtand up in _ of ſuch a Creature, 
is 
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is quite unſufferable Pride, Preſumption, ſtupid Ig - 
narance, and bold Face Impudence. 

In ſhort, all the Abettors of injured Innocence are 
great Rogues, to be ſure, and ought, undoubtedly, 
to be delivered into the Hands of the Mob, to be 
ſouſed Head over Ears into a Horſe-Pond, according 
to the Opinion of, Sir, | 

Your humble Servant, | 


And the next Day, in the ſame Paper, was inſerted 
another Letter in the ſame Style. 


Dear NUNCKELL, 


I can't help acquainting you with an odd Af- 
fair that happened to me the other Day. You mult . 
know I was reading in the Daily Advertiſenthat 
wonderfully ſtrange and remarkable Paragraph, 
which relates the prodigious extraordinary Expence 
this ſelf- ſanie Tryal of Bet C. with her ugly Phiz, 
hath put us to. Matter of one hundred and eighty 
Pounds, a round Sum; in my Conſcience I could not 
help taking Notice of it, and ſpoke aloud, Why this 
is quite abominable, and ſhe ought to refund it be- 
ſore ſhe has Liberty to go beyond Sea, (for that is 
to be her Lot at laſt, if I am right in my Opinion, ) 
and to be ſure ſhe deſerves it all, an impudent Jade, 
to put u+ to all this Trouble and Expence for no- 
thing. Firſt to diſappear and oblige us to outlaw her, 
and, then to appear-and pretend to defend- herſelf, 
This is quite unpardonable ; why ſhe ſhould have 
confeſſcd herſelf guilty, (whether ſhe was. ſo or not, 
that is all one you know Nunckell,) and then we 
ſhould have been at no further Expence or Trouble. 
Then indeed there would have been ſome Reaſon, 
to have l oped for Mercy, if ſhe had humbly im- 
"0 pPlwKhͤored 


76 . 
- p 
" „ 
* 
. : þ- 


a 


SC GOA At Ty ey 3% ei oy oe — 4 


„ £2 OD Or 
- plored it, but ſhe can't expect any now. You 
muſt know I was talking in this Strain, when a 
Jackanapes of a grave Fellow, who pretends to rea- 
ſon, Forfooth, (which you know Nunckell is what [ 
mortally hate, for it is always againſt me,) took me 
up ſhort before I had gone through half what [ had 
to ſay, and quite nonplus'd me, (though we Fools are 
apt to be ſtubborn you know, and don't love to give 
up an Argument, even when a bad one, but much 
leſs when J had ſo good a Cauſe as at preſent.) Pray 
ſays the impudent Fellow, what would you have the 
poor Girl have done, by diſappearing, ſhe ſeemed 
willing to have dropped the Affair, but was ſhe not 
compelled to appear, or threatened with Outlawry ? 

Conſcious of her own Innocency ſhe did appear, and 
endeavoured to vindicate herſelf in the beſt Manner 
ſhe could; and does ſhe not merit Praiſe rather than 
Blame in ſo doing? Is an innocent Perſon, conſci- 
ous of her on Integrity and Uprightneſs, to con- 
feſs herſelf guilty ? No ſurely. If ſhe knows herſelf 
innocent, ſhe has acted perfectly right in what ſhe 
has done, and the neceſſary Expences ariſing from a 
juſt Defence ought to be bore without g—mbl----g. 
Ah, poor England, what wilt thou come to, when 
B ds and Gs, though condemned by the 
Laws, are equally credited in thy C—— of 
with Perſons of unblemiſhed Characters and Repu- 
tation. Why, Sir, ſays I, would you not have Juſ- 
tice done the poor Gypſy ? Yes, he replied, if the 
Caſe was clear that any Injuſtice had been done her, 
I would be the firſt for doing her Juſtice. But where 
there is any Doubt, Perſons of an unblemiſhed Cha- 
rater in every. other Reſpect, ought, according to 
my poor Judgment, to be credited before thoſe who 
do already lie under the Laſh of the Law, if they 
were ſtritly put in Execution, as is the Caſe with 

| Bawds, 
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Bawds, Gypſies, &c. if J am rightly informed.--Ah, 
fas T, give a Dog an ill Name and hang him; (there 
I bad him Nunckell, and did not expect one Word 
of Anſwer more; but would you believe it, the 
ſorry Fellow replied,) No Sir, you are miſtaken ; if 
Ido err in my Judgment, (which, as J am a fallible 
Being, may be the Caſe,) the worſt. you can ſay of 
me is, that in ſuſpecting the Gypſy J am like a jea- 
lous Huſband, whoſe Wife has formerly given him 
ſome Cauſe of Suſpicion 3 but with E. C. you ſu- 
ſpect an honeſt, ſober, virtuous Womrn, who never 
gave any Cauſe of Suſpicion in her whole Life be- 
fore; of the two, I think I a&t more reaſonable 
thin you, and if I am miſtaken, it is much more par- 
donable. The Turn of the Scale is certainly due to 
a Perſon who has maintained a good Character for 
nineteen Years before. 

{ was ſo ſtruck with this Man's impudent Non- 
ſenſe, that ſtaring him full in the Face, and finding 
His Lies ſtill moving, I ran out of the Room as faſt 
as poſſible ; I could not help ſtopping my Ears, that 
I might hear no more of this Gitl with her ugly 
Phiz, But I thought I would complain to you, 


— 


who I don't doubt will do me Juſtice, 
am, 
Dear Nunckell, 
Yomr very humble Servant, 


NICKEODEMUS, 


On the 29th of May the following Letter 10as ſent to 

T. Trueman Eh; and publiſhed by bim. 

„ ate 
Your laſt Paper on the Caſe of E. C. is written 
in the genuine Spirit of a candid and diſpaſſionate 
Enguirer into Truth, and Lover of Mankind, It 
has been reprinted, is univerſally read, and, I verily 
"OM 0001 believe 
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believe, by all, but thoſe whoſe Paſſions have got 
the better of their Reaſon, approved; as pointin 


out the ſureſt and moſt compendious Way of de- 


ciding ſo intricate a Point, and determining on which 
ſide Truth lies. But T do not write a 6p Sir, on 
purpoſe to compliment you on 'the Merit of that 
Eſſay. Let the public Voice pronounce, My In- 
tention is to make a few Reflections on the Occafi- 
on ; which ſhall be of a very different Nature and 
Tendency. . W 
It muſt be acknowledged, that the Caſe of E. C. 
is, to every Subject in England both intereſting and 
alarming. For if it ſhould be after all true, that ſhe 
did actuallly ſuffer the cruel Uſage, of which ſhe com- 


plains, at the Hands of a ſet of unknown Savages, * 


ſomewhere about Endfield Waſh, whether ſhe has 
accuſed the right Perſons, or has made a Miſtake 
which undoubtedly ſhe might "oy innocently have 
done; if theſe Things are ſo, I aſk what Man or 
Woman, at leaſt what private Subject in England, 
is in Safety; if a Set of Ruffians may at any time 
ſpirit away a'Perſon, keep him in Confinement, rob, 
ſtrip, ſtarve, and treat him with unheard of Barbari- 


ty; and he muſt run the Hazard of a Proſecution 


for Perjury, if his Account of his Sufferings ſcems to 
wiſe Heads a little 1 if he is to be put in New- 
gate, pilloried, and baniſhed, or ruined in his Charac- 


ter and Buſineſs, becauſe he has made an innocent 


Miſtake in his Narration; if this be the Caſe of Eng- 
liſh Subjects, upon what Ground do we ſtand ? Ts 
not this giving us up into the Hands of Thieves, 
Kidnappers, and Robbers? Is it not the moſt effec- 


tual Method, that can be contrived, for diſcouraging - 


Informations againſt the vileſt Offenders, the Nu- 
ſances and Peſts of Society? And is not this direct- 
ly contrary to ſound Policy? Did ever any wiſe 

State 
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State contrive to throw the Advantage jnto the Hands 
of the Enemies of the public Peace; or to make it 
difficult or ,; dangerous to proſecute Vagabonds, 
Thieves, and Rufhans ? At this Rate, the more 
unnaturally cruel, and the more artfully wicked the 
Treatment, which a good Subject meets with from 
a Set of Banditti, is, the leſs Chance he js like to 
have of Redreſs; the more Hazard he runs in en- 
| deavouring to obtain Redreſs in a legal Way, For if 
thoſe, who pretend to decide of the Truth of his 
Narration, are to begin at the wrong End of the Bu- 
ſineſs, and reaſon backward ; if they are to ſay, this 
Account, of pretended Grievances is ſo ſtrange, it 
cannot be true; nay, though it ſhould be ever ſo well 
Proved, it muſt be falſe, becauſe, it is unuſual, or dif- 
ferent from any Thing that we ever, met with ; if 
Mer weak Intellects, ſtrong Paſſions, and whoſe 
Views have not been enlarged by Reading and 
Knowledge of the World, are in this Manner to ar- 
gue theoretically, and refolve not to admit the Belief 
of Facts, mercly becauſe thoſe Facts ſeem to their 
narrow Minds unaccountable; and if Proſecutions 
are to be commenced by ſuch Dreams, and the Ta- 
bles to be turned in ſuch a Manner, that the inno- 
dent Sufferer ſhall find himſelf in the Place of the 
Criminal; who would think of making a Com- 
plaint, or giving an Information ? Who would not 
rather fit down contented with his firft Injury, than 
Tun the Hazard of having Calumny, Impriſoament, 
and ail the Rigour of the Law heaped upon him, 
and added to, his former Sufferings ? For my own 
Part, Mr. Trueman, I tell you very plainly, if I 
ſhould be met with, alone, by a Rogue in the Fields, 
ar ale my aich and a little Money, I would fay 
nathing of the Matter. For how could J know, 
Wuscher the Fellow, who did it, might not have been 
TL) formerly 
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formerly Pimp to ſome great Man, who might take 
his Part, get him off, and commence a Proſecution 
againſt me for wilful and corrupt Perjury ? No, no, 
Mr. Trueman, let you and me keep out of the 
Reach of the dreadful Fangs of the Law, if we can; 
Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. _ 
Happy are thoſe whom others Dangers make wiſe. 
I am aware of a Cavil, which may be ſtarted 
here, viz. That it is hard an innocent Perſon ſhould 
be falſely accuſed, either through the Miſtake or 
Deſign of the Accuſer, It is not to be denied, that 
it is a Misfortune to be unjuſtly ſuſpected of any . 
Thing bad. So it is to have a Leg or Arm broke by 
the Accident of being overturned in a Coach. But 
if it cannot be proved that the Coachman ovet= 
turned the Coach wilfully, and with a malicious In- 
tention, or ſome Way by his own unpardonable 
Fault, I believe no Court would think of infliting 
either corporal or pecuniary Puniſhment on him, 
eſpecially if he had himſelf ſuffered by the Fall. If . 
I walk out into the Fields alone, and am robbed, and A 
abuſed in ſuch a Manner that the Marks of the Cru- I 
elty of the Ruffians remain upon me, and if I thro? 
Miſtake accuſe a Perſon, or Perſons, of the Rob- 
bery and Aſſault, and thoſe Perſons -are afterwards 
clearly found to be innocent, -I appeal to you, and 
your Readers, Mr. Trueman, whether it would be 
agreeable to Juſtice, to Law in its original Intention, 
to the Good of Society, or to common Humanity, 
to commence a Proſecution againſt me for wilful 
and corrupt Perjury upon any other Foundation, 
than a clear and ſtrong Preſumption of a malicious 
Intention in me againſt thoſe particular Perſons, occa- 
ſioned by ſome former Difference between us, and 


rendered probable by the notorious Wickedneſs of 
my Character. 
| What 
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What I inſiſt upon, is, the dreadful and alarming 
; Precedent of a Proſecution for wilful and corrupt 
Perjury againſt a Perſon, already cruelly injured; 
and its poſſible Effects in giving. great Advantages 
to the wicked Part of the People, and rendering the 

Suppreſſion of Enormities difficult and dangerous. 

I do not, Mr. Trueman, by any Thing I have faid, 
intend to reflect upon any Perſon or Perſons con- 
cerned in this Affair. For I can ſuppoſe raſh and 
. wrong Steps taken, without aſcribing them to deli- 
. berate ill Deſign. 
In the Poſtſcript to the IYhitehall-Evening-Poſt of 

June 1, appeared the following Paragraph: 
On Thurſday, Elizabeth Knot was tried at the 
Old Bailey, for ſtealing two Gowns from a Female 
Acquaintance of her's, and was found guilty of ſingle 
. Felony. This Woman at the laſt Seſſions ap- 
. peared as a principal Witneſs, to prove the Return of 
Elizabeth Canning to London. 

This Story, with a more malicious Turn, was re- 
peated the next Morning, June 2, in the London 
Daily Advertiſer and Inſpector, as follows: | 

 *. Thurſday laſt Elizabeth Knot, one of the Evi- 
dences in Bchalf of the virtuous Mrs. Elizabeth 
Canning, at her late I'ryal for Perjury at the Old 
Bailey, was at the ſame Place found guilty of feloni- 
ouſly ſtealing two Gowns from a Female Acquain- 
| tance : *Tis hoped, however, that Means will be 
found to prove this poor injured Mrs. Knot inngeent 
of the Fact, as the Publick have been ſo well and fo 
often aſſured, that none but Perſons of Reputation 
and Character were engaged in Support of that fas 
mous and modern Story teller.“ 
In Anſwer to which the following appeared in the 
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As it is unnecèſſary, at leaſt unjuſtifiable, to lie for 
the Truth, the Friends of Elizabeth Canning might 
obſerve with ſecret Satisfaction, the many Falſities 
that are advanced, and Truths that are perverted, 
reſpecting her and themſelves, from an Aſſurance 
that it muſt, in the Iſſue, terminate in the Confuſion 
of her and their Opponents, were it not for the 
Guilt incurred by the Authors and Propagators there- 
of. However, as it may be apprehended ta be a 
Want of juſt Deference to the Publick long to de- 
fer all Notice of the repeated injurious Behaviour of 
the Friends of Mary Squires in this Reſpect, the 


Publick are hereby aſſured, that Elizabeth Knot, who 


was tried at the Old Bailey for ſtealing two Gowns, 
and found guilty of ſingle Felony, was fo far from 
appearing at the laſt Seſſions as a principal Witneſs to 
prove the Return of E/:zabeth Canning to London, 
as Is poſitively aſſerted in the hitehall Evening-Poſt 
of the 1ft Inſtant, and in the London Daily Adver- 
tiſer and Inſpecter of the next Day, that ſhe was 
not ſubpcena'd or examined on the Tryal of Fliza- 
L:th Canning, to that or any other Fact. And the 


Authors of thoſe Paragraphs are in this publick 


Manner called upon to prove what is there aſſerted. 

Elizabeth Knot had, indeed, foms Time ſince gi- 
ven to one of Elizabeth Canning's Friends a circum- 
ſtantial Detail of ſuch Incidents related to her by 
Virtue Hall in the Gatehouſe, before and after the 


boaſted Recantation, as might have been urged to 


prove that this Recantation was made under ſuch 
Circumſtances as rendered it of little Weight, when 
oppoſed to a Teſtimony upon Oath. But her Cha- 
rater prevented her being ſubpœna'd or called, or 
intended to be ſubpozna'd or called, for Elrzabetb 
Canning; whoſe Cauſe neither wauted, and, it is 

indiſputable, has never _ the Support of ſuch * 


626 

of Witneſſes: Though from Elizabeth Knot's Ur- 
fene; to be ſubpcena'd, and unſollicited Attendance, 
ome, perhaps, may judge her intitled to the Hearing 
abſolutely denied her, by thoſe who had the Direc- 
tion of Elizabeth Canning's Defence. Whether 
the above-mentioned Paragraph in the Mhiteball 
Evering- Poſt, and the Paraphraſe on it in the Yeſ- 
terday's Londan Daily Advertiſer, have the fame Au- 
thor or not, they are evidently written with the ſame 
Spirit. But if theſe Enemies to Elizabeth Can- 
ning, to Society, to Truth, can ſeparate the Guilt 
from the Folly, neither ſhe or her Friends will be 
injured; though, if inſtead of retracting their paſt 
Lies, they ſhould invent and propagate new ones, till 
they make themſelves, if poſſible, more deteſtable, 
and due Shame and Puniſhment overtake them, 

On Friday the 7th of June, the following ap- 
peared in a Paper called the Inſpector. 

* * The Marks of Reference (NO I.) (NO II.) 
| point out the Paſſages herein, which are contradicted 
upon Oath, in the following Afﬀidavit of Mr. Butts. 

« A Gentleman, whoſe Offce as well as Charac- 
ter have a Claim to ſome Reſpect, went early in a 
Morning to the Priſon, to ſee Canning ; not out of 
an idle Curioſity, but with Hope ſhe might be in- 
clined to ſpeak candidly, and might take the Op- 

portunity of his Viſit to do it : He received for An- 
ſwer, that he could not be admitted to her; for there 
were Orders that only certain Perſons ſhould ſee her. 
The Reply to this unexpected Anſwer was, that 
what be had ſollicited as a Favour, he demanded 
upon this Refufa) as a Matter of Right; for being a 
Magiſtrate, he might inſiſt upon ſeeing a Priſoner. 
The Return to this was ſtill, that he could not be 
admitted without the particular Authority of ſome 
ther Perſon, to whom there was an Offer to _ 
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This Gentleman, not chuſing Obligations of ſuch "Y 


Kind, declined it, and came away. 
Three Gentlemen at another Time, two of 


whom are Magiſtrates, made a Viſit to the Priſon of 


the ſame Kind, and with the ſame Expettations 3 
for however the Girl might have been buoy'd up 
with fooliſh Hopes before, they imagined that the 


Terrors of a Priſon, and a Sentence, might induce . 


her, if ſhe had any Thing to divulge, to make a 
Confe ſſion. 


heſe Gentlemen had the Permiſſion they deſired 
to ſee her; but they were met upon the Stairs b 


one who countermanded that Order, and told them | 
they ſhould not have Admittance : As this was an 


Inſolence not ſupported by (NO I.) any Power or 
Office, they got the better is the Obſtacle, and the 


Perſon was reprimanded in a ſevere and proper ned h 


ner, 


They found the Girl ſurrounded by (N © 1.) a2 - 
Circle f E ut h aſts, who believed, or pretended to 


believe her innocent; and inſtead of the rational 


Part, the admoniſhing her to declare whatever was 
the Truth, were ſupporting her againſt her Sentence; 


prophaning the moſt ſacred Names; and telling W 


(NO III.) the Lord God was with her in the Priſon 3 


as if there were Places where the Creator of the 
World was not; and that her Lord and Sauibur, 


if ſhe was pilloryed, would fend e N Right a 


Hand to protect her. 


io 


(NO IV.) Upon the Table were Bottles fall and füt 
empty, to ſupport the Weakneſs of the F leſñh; and 


in her Hand a Book, which was, as the Enthbfiaſts 3s 


about her ſaid, the next in Value to the Scriptures. an 


(NO VI.) If I were to repeat the Title it would 15 | 


be known, 1 this, let me appeal tothe whole World, 


is this a Conduct to obtain Confeſſion? Is it pro- 


C 2 bable 


3 
bable that a young and innocent Creature, (NO V.) 
infiamed, perhaps, with Wine, and made drunk with 
Enthuſiaſm, ſhould ever be brought to a Senſe of her 
Condition ? Certainly a moderate Allowance, Re- 
tirement, and the Exhortation of a diſintere/ted Cler- 
gyman, would give the Ground of a more reaſonable 


% 


Expectation. 

One of the Gentlemen who made this Viſit, 
ſpoke to her with Mildneſs and Solemnity : He told 
her, they imagined ſhe might have ſomething upon 
her Mind which ſhe wiſhed to diſcloſe, and profeſ- 
ſing themſelves to mean friendly to her in this Viſit, 
they invited her to take the Opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing. The Girl changed Countenance : As this 
Gentleman ſpoke to her, (NO VII.) e roſe from 
her Seat and came toward him, with all the Appear- 
ance of beginning an In/tant and a full Confeſſion : 
The People who were about her intercepted, and pre- 
vented her from ſpeaking. | | 

NO VIII.) Thus ended alſo this Viſit, fruitleſsly, 
after the me promiſing Appearance; and thus, I 
ſuppoſe, remains the Girl, ſecluded by her pretended 
Friends, from all who really would be ſuch; and 
the very Hope of a Confeſſion cut off, Whether 
this be lawful, or againſt Law, I am ignorant; eer- 
tainly it is againit Reaſon. In whoſe particular 
Power it lies to prevent it, I do not know ; but who- 
ſoever has that Power, to him I preſume to addreſs 
theſe Relations, and to declare the Perſons, requeſt- 
ing him, in the Name of Juice, if others have hi- 
therto acted as they pleaſed, to exert that Power; 
to let this Criminal be treated, though not with Se— 
verity, yet as a Criminal, and to join -the univerſal 
Endeavour to penetrate, if that be poſſible, into the 
Depth of this Affair. . 

| | I muſt 
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I muſt expect, for this, the Torrent of Abuſe and 
Falſity ſo often let looſe upon me by thoſe who 
eſpouſe Canning, and not Juſtice; but the Calumny 
of ſuch Men is contemptible. I hope, in the Courſe 
of theſe Papers, I can have offended no others, for 
am of no Party; if I have, I take this Opportunity 
to declare, that it has been without any Intention ; 
whatever I have written having been general, and ne- 
ver meant to reflect upon any particular Perſon.” 

The following was publiſhed in the Gazeteer 
of June the 8th: 

c The Writer of the Inſpector, having in his Pa- 
per of June the 7th given an Account of ſome very 
extraordinary Incidents relating to Elizabeth Canning 
ſince her Confinement in Newgate, he is, in this 
publick Manner, called upon to declare at what Time 
thoſe Incidents happened, who were the Perſons con- 
cerned, and upon what Authority his Aſſertions are 
grounded; after which he may be thought worthy 
of a Reply. In the mean Time the Friends of 
Elizabeth Canning content themſelves with printing, 
for the Satisfaction of the "ir" the following 
Certificate: 

June 7, 1754. 

The many Falſities daily propagated in Rela- 
tion to the Story of Elizabeth Canning, oblige me 
to acquaint the Publick, that ſoon after the Commit- 
ment of that unhappy Girl to Newgate, I was re- 
queſted by one of her Friends to viſit her as a Cler- 
gyman. I have viſited her often, without giving 
Notice of my coming, and always found the Ap- 
pearance of Order, Decency, and Sobriety, both in 
the Priſoner and her few Attendants. I have con- 
verſed with her alone, and in the Preſence of her 
Friends, on the Crime for which ſhe was indifted ; 
I have read to, and . with her and them; and 

3 2 
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as ſhe profeſſed herſelf a Member of the Church of 
England, ſhe always joined cordially and earneſtly in 
the devotional Offices of the Liturgy ; nor have I 
been able to diſcover any Thing that could give Oc- 
eaſion-to a' Charge of Enthuſiaſm. On the con- 
trary, the Appearance, the Converſation, and the 
Behaviour of Elizabeth Canning have, to the beſt of 
my Obſervation, been always ſuch, as indicated a 
Mind not unſettled in the Principles of Religion, or 
conſcious of flagrant Guilt. 
WILLIAM REYNER, 
Rector of St. Mary Magdalen, Old Fiſh-ſtreet. 


"The following alſo appeared in the Gazeteer of 
June the 12th : Sos 

As the Writer of the Inſpector has taken no 
Notice of the publick Call upon him to authenticate 
his bold Aſſertions on Friday laſt, to the Prejudice 
of Elizabeth Canning, any more than the Author of 
the abſolute Falſehood inſerted in the Mhiteball Eve- 
ning Pojt, and in his Paper, in Relation to Elizabeth 
Knit a full Refutation upon Oath of his malici- 


ous Detail of Friday laſt, will be inſerted in this Pa- 
per To-morrow. 


The Affidavit of Mr. Thomas Butts, fir/t printed in 
ẽp / Gazetteer of. -June 13. -:;- 


„* (NO I.) (NO II.) Sc. refer to the Paſſages 
* . - . S I 
that are diſtinguiſhed by the ſame Numbers in the 

preceding Paper of the Inſpector. 


„ Immediately after the Jury brought in their ſe- 
cond Verdict againſt Elizabeth Canning, the Court 
was moved“ that ſhe might be indulged with a 
© ſeparate Room, have always a Friend or two with 
$*, her, and not be intruded on by Strangers 1 1 * 
Wet n 85 A 
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« her Conſent,”'—(N © I.) which was approved and 
directed. The Steps taken to procure the Recanta- 
tion of Virtue Hall, the Manner in which that Af. - 
fair had been miſrepreſented in the publick Papers, 
and the Suggeſtion of Mary Squires's Council in 
open Court, * that a Confeſſion might be obtained 
% from Canning alſo in a Priſon,” rendered that 
Motion prudent, which Compaſſion firſt prompted. 
Mr. Reyner's Teſtimony has undeceived the Publick 
in Regard to the pretended Enthuſiaſm of Canning 
and her Friends; “ and the following Affidavit, 
which can be confirmed by other Perſons of Credit, 
will beſt ſhew the Intention of the Viſitors, and juſ- 
tify the Apprehenſions of the Viſited—who ought 
to have been ſecure from ſuch Intruſion in a Coun- 
try where the Inquiſition is yet a Stranger, and 
where it is hoped the Inſpector and Infamy will for 
ever be chained together in the Publick Opinion. 

LonpoNn.] Thomas Butts, of the Pariſh of St. 
Luke, in the County of Middleſex, Gentleman, 
maketh Oath and ſaith, That about Four o'Clock in 
the Afternoon of Saturday the eleventh Day of 
May, One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-faur, 
to the beſt of this Deponent's Remembrance and 
Belief as to the Time, there were (NO II.) preſent 
in that Room in the Priſon of Newgate, in which 
Elizabeth Canning, a Priſoner, is confined, the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning, Thamas Colley her Uncle, 2 
Thorne, a young Woman whoſe Name this Depo- 


nent 


* We hear that a ſcurrilous anonymous Letter h; 
been lately ſent by the Penny-Poſt to a worthy Clergy- 
man; the Writer of which is eaſily gueſſed at from the 
Singularity of his Style; but ic ſeems it is not that Re- 
verend Gentleman's Inclination to take Notice, of 'avy 
Letters, to which the Author is either afraid or a/bamed 
to ſubſcribe his real Name. | 
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nent knows not, William Kemp, and this Deponent, 
and no other Perſon or Perſons: During which 
Time, Richard Akerman, the Keeper of the ſaid 
Priſon, came up to the ſaid Room, and introduced 
three Perſons therein, two of whom declared to, or 
in the Hearing of him, this Deponent, their Names 
to be Lediard and Smith, and that they were Juſtices 
of the Peace ; the Name of the other this Deponent 
doth not remember to have heard, nor doth he now 
know. And this Deponent further faith, that whilſt 
the ſaid Richord Akerman and the three Perſons laſt 
named continued in the Room aſorefaid, a Conver- 
ſation was begun and carried on between the Perſons, 
and to the following Purport, which this Deponent 
can, with ſome Degree of Certainty, remember, as 
well from the Singularity thercof, and his having 
ſince frequently mentioned the ſame, as from his ap- 
prchending ſuch Viſit to be made with an unfriendly 
View or Deſign againſt the ſaid El:zabeth Canning, 
Akerman. * "Theſe are Gentlemen in the Com- 
miſſion, that are come to ſee Mrs. Canning. | 
Lediard. I have the Honour to bear his Majeſty's 
Commiſſion, I am come to ſee you, Mrs. Canning, 
believing you may have ſomething upon your-Mind 
that you may wiſh to diſcloſe. I have a great 


' Friendſhip for you, and pity you moſt heartily in 


your unhappy Condition. I am come, therefore, to 
examine you, and aſk you a few Queſtions, 


Smith, 


Mr. Alterman did not continue long in the Room; 


but after ſaying, upon Juſtice Lediard's firſt deſiring Mr. 


Kemp and Mr. Butts to quit the Room, and Mr, Kemp's 
abſolute Refuſal to go out unleſs he was turned out'by 
Mr. Akerman, That he had no Authority to turn him out, 
he added, I ſuppiſe Gentlemen my Preſence is not neceſſary, 
or Words to that Effect, and immediately retired. | 
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Smith. Aye, Juſtice Lediard has been the Girl's 
good Friend, and has it in his Power to ſerve her; 
and, for m Part, my Heart bleeds for her. 

Butts. Cetlewen, you make large Profeſſions to 
this Girl; but we don't know that you are her 
Friends, ( you may, or may not ;) but this we know, 
that ſhe has Enemies who come here endeavouring 
to trepan her; and ſhe has been adviſed by her 
Friends to enter into no Examination, or anſwer any 
Queſtions. —T believe, Betty, you don't Sue to an- 
ſwer any Queſtions—Do you? 

E. Canning. ( Riſing up) No, Sir, I doo t chuſe to 
anſwer any. (Sits down again. 

Smith, Pray, Sir, who are you, that take upon you. 
thus to dictate to the Girl ? 

Butts. My Name, Sir, is Thomas Butts : I am 
one of his Majeſty's Landwaiters; * and I live in 
Ratchf-row, in the Pariſh of St. Luke, (here Smith, 
with a Pencil, wrote, or pretended to write down, 
what was ſaid. ) And now, Sir, pray who are you? 

Lediard. Sir, he is alſo a Juſtice of the Peace, 
and his Name is Smith. By what Authority did you 
aſk the Juſtice that Queſtion | ? I think it was very 
impertinent. 

Kemp. Pray, Sir, how could my Friend read Juf: 
tice in his Face ? 

Lediard. (to Butts) Pray, Sir, how long have 
you known this Girl ? 

Butts. I have known her about three Weeks. 

Lediard. (to Kemp) And how long have you 
known her, Sir 7 N 

Eau 8 


* Mr. Butts is a Deputy King ; Waiter ; dat his Bane 
ployment being in all Reſpecla the ſame wich a Land- 
waiter's, the Deputy King s Waiters are generally Tg 
Landwaiters. 


Kemp. 1 have known her about half | an Heur. 


( 34 ) 
Lediard. Then Curioſity brought you here. 
Kimp. Sir, I came from two Motives ; Curiofity 
and Pity, I ſay Pity, becauſe I believe her innocent 
of the Crime laid to her Charge; and I think ſhe 
has had hard Uſage. . 

Smith, There ; you ſee how this poor Wretch is, 
by pretended Fi iends, ſpirited up to perſiſt in her 
Story. We are her Friends, and would help her ; 
but you deceive her with vain Hopes; for what can 
fave her from the Pillory and Tranſportation ? 
Butts. What can ſave her, Sir! His Majeſty's - 
Clemency. 

Smith. His Majeſty, Sir ! What can he do. in the 
Caſe of Perjury ? : 

Lediard. To be ſure his Majeſty can pardon, he 
being the Fountain of all Mercy. 

Smith. I don't pretend to underſtand much of 
the Law. : 

Butts, His Majeſty is a gracious Prince. She 
has many Friends ſince her Tryal, that ſhe had not 
before ——l believe a hundred to one. { there- 
fore hope her Caſe will be properly repreſented to 
the King. 

Smith. There; you fee how this Girl is ſpirited 
up. He ſays ſhe has now a thouſand Friends where 
ſhe had but one. 

Kemp. Sir, you multiply by tens; my Friend ſaid 
a hundred to one. 

Smith. O ! that is only ninety-nine Difference. 

Kemp. It is nine hundred Difference. | 
Butts. As to ſpiriting her up, Sir, I acknowled 
we do. I tell her ſhe has Cauſe to be chearful, 
from a Conſciouſneſs of her own Innocence ; and I 
adviſe her to truſt to the living God, who has hither- 
to ſupported her, and I doubt not will to the End 
(here was a general Sneer.) I am ſorry, Gentlemen, 


that 
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that adviſing a Perſon to truſt in Gad, ſhould give 
Offence to Juſtices of the Peace. NEL 1 

Lediard. No, Sir, That can't give Offence; tis 
good Advice. . | 
nr (or Stranger) O, theſe are your Whitfield- 
ites 

Butts. BETTY, do you know Mr: Whitfield ? 

E. Canning. No, Sir. | 

Butts. Do you know any of his Followers? 

E. Canning. No, Sir, 

Butts. Do you know me to be one of his Fol- 
lowers ? 

E. Canning. No, Sir. | 
Mew There, Gentlemen, you have not hit the 

ark. 

Lediard. Child, what Book is that in your Hand? 

Buits. Shew the Gentlemen your Book, It is 
Kempis's Imitation of CHRIS T. Betty, you need 
not be aſhamed of it, I believe it's the beſt Book 
ſhe can read, except the Bible. (Here the Girl got 
up, gave the Book to him, and returned to her Scat.) 

Lediard. It is a very good Book, to be fure. 
Well, Sir, (addrefling himſelf to Mr. Kemp) you fay 
you have been here half an Hour, and you have ſa- 
tisfied your Curiofity,—Now, Sir, you'll be pleas 4 
to withdraw, and give us the ſame Opportunity). | 

Kemp. No, Sir, we don't think that it is proper 3 
nor will we leave the Room for you, Gentlemen. 

Lediard. J find nothing can be done; but, before 
we go, I would aſk ſomething, which ſhall be only a 


previous Queſtion, (Then, addrefling himſelf to | 


Elzzabeth Canning, he ſaid) I aſk, whether you. will 

anſwer me any Queſtions that I ſhall put to you. 
E. Carning. No, Sir, I have ſaid the whole Truth 

in Court, and nothing but the Truth; and I don't 
| . | 4 5. x FRET 5 PE chuſe 
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chuſe to anſwer any Queſtion, unleſs it be in Court 
again. g 

0 this Deponent further ſaith, that no ſuch 
Expreſſions or Words of ſuch Import, as that 
(NO III.) the Lord God was with Elizabeth Can- 
ning in Prin, and that her Lord and Saviour, if 
ſhe was pillory'd, would land upon her Right Hand to 
protect her, or any Expreſſion of a ſerious and reli- 
gious Kind, other and befides thoſe mentioned in the 
avove recited Conference, were made Uſe of by any 
{rg in the Company at the Time and Place afore- 
ald. | 3 | 

And this Deponent further ſaith, that when the 
ſaid Richard Akerman, the ſaid Perſon whoſe Name 
this Deponent doth not know, and the ſaid Juſtices, 
Lediard and Smith, came into the ſaid Room, the 

Flap of the Table that ſtood between the two Win- 
dows, and is the only Table in the Room, was 
down ; and that the ſaid Juſtice Smith went to the 
ſaid Table, and reſted againſt it; and that there 
was [NO IV.) no Bottle or Bottles, either full or 
empty, ſtanding on the ſaid Table, to the beſt of this 

eponent's Knowledge, Remembrance, or Belief. 
And this Deponent further faith, that after the 
ſaid Richard Akerman, the ſaid Perſon whoſe Name 
this Deponent doth not know, and the ſaid Juſtices, 
Lediard and Smith, were gone away out of the ſaid 
Room, he, this Deponent, and the ſaid William Kemp, 
drank each of them one Glaſs of Wine, and no 
more, out of a Bottle which he had not before ſeen, 
and which was not on the ſaid Table on the Time 
aforeſaid ; but that the ſaid Elizabeth Canning did 
not, whilſt this Deponent was in the ſaid Room at 
the Time aforeſaid, (NO V.) drink any of the ſaid 

Wine, or any other Liquor, Tea only excepted ; 

| | nor 


— 
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1 
nor did this Deponent ſee any other Bottle or other 
Veſſel containing any Sort of ſtrong Liquors. 

And this Deponent further ſaith, that though he 
has been very often in the ſaid Room, ſometimes 
twice, and once three Times in a Day, as well in 
the Evening as at other Times, yet he never ſaw the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning drink (NO V.) a Drop of 
Wine, or any other ſtrong Liquor, excepting a ſingle 
Glaſs of Wine and Water, which ſhe drank on the, 
Evening of the Day on which ſhe received Sentence, 

And this Deponent further ſaith, that the (NO VI.) 
Book which the ſaid Elizabeth Canning had in her 
Hand, when the ſaid Richard Akerman, the ſaid Per- 
ſon whoſe Name this Deponent doth not know, and 
the ſaid Juſtices, Lediard and Smith, came in, was 
The Chriſtian's Pattern, or a Treatiſe of the Imita- 
tion of JESUS CHRIST, written in Latin by Th 
mas a Kempis, and rendered into Engliſh by George 
Stanhope, D. D. Dean of Canterbury; and that it 
was, the thirteenth Edition, printed for twenty Pen- 
ſons, many of whom are eminent Bookſellers, in the 
2 as appears by the Title Page of the ſaid 
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And this Deponent further ſaith, that when the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning declared, that ſhe did not chuſe 
to anſwer any Dueſtions, (NO VII.) ſhe roſe up outof 

eremony, as this Deponent believes, but immediately 
fat down again without coming forward; and when 
this Deponent deſired the ſaid Elizabeth Canning to 
ſhew the ſaid Juſtice Lediard the ſaid Book, ſhe roſe | 
a ſecond Time from her Seat, and went to the faid 
Juſtice Lediard, and having given him the faid Book, 
returned to her Seat again, . bad 

And this Deponent farther ſaith, that he does not 
remember, or believe, that the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 


_ _ 


tions and ſcandaleus Inſinuations; and that from ſuch 


. exchanged for a worſe; to injure her in the Opinion 
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ning roſe from her Seat at all, except as aforeſaid, 
during the ſaid Converſation. 
And this Deponent further ſaith, that the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning did not offer to go towards the 
faid Juſtice Lediard, the ſaid Juſtice Smith, or the 
faid other Perſon whom this Deponent doth not 
know ; but when ſhe went, at the Requeſt of this 
Deponent, to deliver the ſaid Book into the Hands of + 
the ſaid Juſtice Lediard. | | 
And this Deponent further - faith, that he hath 
carefully read a Paper called the Inſpector, and pub- 
liſhed on Friday June the jth Inſtant, which con- 
, tains many abſolute Falſehoods, groſs Miſrepreſenta- 
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Falſehoods, Miſrepreſentations and Inſinuations, he is 
induced to believe, that the ſaid Paper was written 
and publiſhed with a malicious Deſign to have the 
Situation of the ſaid Elizabeth Canning, as a Priſoner, 


of the Public ; and, if poſſible, to prevent her enjoy- 
ing the Bleſſing of the Royal Clemency. 


Sworn before me at my Houſe 
the xoth Day of June 1754, 


8. FLUDYER. THOMAS BUTTS. 


(NO VIII) The Concluſion of the Ix SPECTOR 
paraphraſed. 
. - Thus ended this Viſit fruizle/sly, not producing 
the Effect that was produced by the Recantation of 
Vertue Hall; and the very Hope of a Confeſſion, 
upon which the Characters of ſo many Perſons de- 
pend, was: totally cut off. Whether this be lawful 
or not, I am either ſo ignorant of the Rights and 

' Privileges of a Britiſh Subject, or fo willing to have 
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them deſtroyed, as not to be able to determine, 
The Tortures practiſed by the moſt arbitrary Go- 
vernments ſhould, I think, be practiſed now; I ex- 
hort the Magiſtrate to make Uſe of them : And this - 
poor Girl, for whom I feel the tendereſt Compaſſion, . 
ought to have every Sinew cracked, and every Limb 
broken, rather than there ſhould not be a Chance, 
by perverting even an involuntary Groan into a 
Symptom of Guilt, of my retrieving that Credit 
which I have ſo often and ſo juſtly forfeited, | 
For this, I muſt expect the Indignation and Ab- 
horrence of all thoſe who have not loſt their Under- 
ſtanding and their Humanity: But this will be no- 
thing, if upon aſſuming the Appearance of that 
Virtue to which I am a Stranger, and boaſting of 
that Knowledge which I have not acquired, I can 
{till ſupport an Equipage, by being ſuffered to make 
Uſe of all future Opportunities to perſecute Innocence 
and impoſe upon Credulity. 


The following appeared much about the ſame - 
Time in the GAZETEER, 


Some Hints towards a Definition of Enthu/zaſm, re- 
commended to the Conſideration of the Ju- 


ſbector. 


When one Perſon charges another with Enthuſi- 
aſm, we muſt not look into a Dictionary for the 
Meaning of the Term, nor even regard the general 
Acceptation of it in common Converſation, but only 
endeavour to find out the Character of the Perſon 
who makes Uſe of the Word, in order to know in 
what Senſe it is to be taken. i 1 

For Inſtance, if a Man rejects a Bribe offered him 
for any Jobb, which he conceives would be detri- 
mental to his- Country, he paſſes for an * 
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with a Set of People that look upon Patriotiſm as a 
Phantom, a vain imaginary Virtue, and eſteem no- , 
thing to be. honourable that does not bring preſent 
Profit. Here the Principles of the Accuſers being 
known, there is no Difficulty in taking their Mean- 1 
ing right : Honeſty is Enthuſiaſm, in their Judg- 
ment, if it cannot be ſhaken by any Conſideration 
Whatever 3 but to be only honeſt ſometimes, or to 
make a $herv of it when there is any Thing to be got 
by it, (which amounts to the ſame as Hypoarity) 
this conſtitutes a Man of Senſe, that knows the 
World and how to live in it, Sera 
Again; Suppoſe any notorious Lyar, that writes 
much about Religion, and has it all in his Head, but 
not a Spark in his Heart, ſhould ſtigmatize any Per- 
ſon as an Enthuſiaſt, becauſe he, or his Patrons or 
Aſſociates, could not wheedle her into a Confeflion 
which they might ſtand in great Need of, as it would 
crown all their Labours in the Affair: Might it not 
be concluded, that, in their Dictionary, every one is 
an Enthuſiaſt, that will rot lie, and ſwear, and for- 
ſwear themſelves, either for a valuable Conſideration, ( 
or to get out of any Trouble? With Men of this 
Stamp, a ſtrict Regard to Truth muſt be the Height 
of Enthuſiaſm: And thus J. H. is to be accounted 
an honeſt, ſenſible Woman, becauſe they could bring 
her to hear Reaſon ; While E. C. muſt paſs for an 
obſtinate, ſtupid Enthuſiaſt, and her Friends or At- 
tendants for ſomething worſe, becauſe they did-not 
think it proper to leave her alone, when certain Gen- 
tleinen or Mg, ſo worthy to be cxtolled by the 
Inſpictor, did her the Honour to come in a very 
friendly Manner to reaſon her into a Senſe of her 
Guilt: © 2885 3 * 1 # 
FTheſe few Hints may be ſufficient to an Author 
of his great Knowledge and Penetration, till he 
r ä pleaſes 


they are not to be oy. any more thas the like 
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pleaſes to ſet in a clearer Light ſome of the Facts 
contained in his Paper of laſt Friday. 


On the 13th of June, the en was pub- 
liſned by 7. Trueman, Eſq. © 


Juſt Prejudices in Favour of E. C. 


T. She has an unqueſtionable Character, againſt 
which her worſt Enemies have nothing to object. 
This is, and always was, eſteemed a Matter of great 
Weight in Favour of any Party or Witneſs, and is 
indeed the only Defence which, in many Caſes,-a 
worthy and honeſt Man can make againſt the At- 
tacks 'of the vileſt Raſcal, who, the more hardened 
he is, will ſwear the more boldly and poſitively, I 
know there are ſome who make light of this Argu- 
ment; but it is becauſe they have it not to plead on 
their own Side. 

2. She voluntarily ſurrendered, when ſhe might 
eaſily have gone off, and had nothing to loſe or for- 
feit by going away ; and this, when ſhe knew with 
what Zeal and Bitterneſs, Power and Intereſt, the 
was proſecuted ; ſo that ſhe could have no Reaſon to 
think it poſſible for her to eſcape, if ſhe knew her- 
ſelf guilty : Nothing but a Conſciouſneſs of her own 
Innocence could have prompted her to have run ſo 
manifeſt a Hazard. 

* I ſhall now take Notice of what was not proved 

againſt her, although it might naturally have been ex- 
pected in the Courſe of Evidence. | 

1. It was not proved for what End and Pan 
all this Forgery and Perjury was invented. I know 
many Suppoſitions have been ſuggeſted, which, if 
examined, would appear filly enough ; but as 
are but Suppoſitions, unſupported dy Evidence, 


tions 
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. of certain Connexions on the other 
ide. 

2. It was not proved that ſhe had any Confede- 
rate or Accomplice, although it was allowed that 
ſhe was incapable of herſelf either to contrive or 
carry it on. ; | 

It was not proved where E. C. was for any 
Part of the Time during the long Space of a Month, 
(if ſhe was not at Mrs. Wells's) which one would 
have thought was almoſt impoſſible to have been ſo 
long concealed ; And yet before the Trial it was con- 
fidently given out, that this would be particularly 
proved. 

Upon the Whole, I think every Man of Candour 
and Impartiality will acknowledge, that it is at leaſt a 
doubtful Caſe. And as to thoſe Wiſeacres who pre- 
tend to argue, from their preconceived Notions of the 
Nature of Things, againſt credible Evidence and 
Teſtimony in Matters of Fact, I ſhall leave them to 
debate it with Don Quixot and Sir Hudibras: For 
if they were to act thus in the common Occurrences 
of Life, they would ſcarce ever be in the right. But, 
however, it is ſufficient to ſay, that our Laws require 
the Trial to be by Evidence, and the Jury to give 
true Verdict according to Evidence. 


The Reaſons why J ſay it muſt be allowed, at 
leaſt, to be doubtful, are theſe : | 


1. Many ſenſible and worthy Perſons have been 
divided in their Opinions about it. 9 

2. The Contrariety of Witneſſes: Of which 
there are great Numbers who ſwear point blank con- 
trary to one another. | 

3. The contrary. Verdicts of the Jury; who 
firtt found her not guilty of wilful Perjury, and in a 
ſhort Time after (I know not upon what Motives) 
found her guilty, and at the ſame Time recommend- 


ed ker as an Object worthy of Mercy, which oy 
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be upon no other Foundation than the Doubtfulneſs 
of the Caſe. Add to this, that ſome of the Jury 
have ſince openly en their Diſſatisfaction with 
their laſt Verdict. 

4. When Sentence Quin to be paſſed, the Court 
was almoſt equally divided whether to inflict a mild 
or a ſevere Puniſhment ; there being, I think, but A 
Majority of one for the ſevere Side. 

Du, Whether, in a doubtful Caſe, it be not more 
agreeable to the Spirit and Temper of our Laws to 
incline to the favourable Side? I am ſure the Law- 
Books are full of ſuch Expreſſions as theſe: Tutius 
ft errare in acquietando quam Damnaiids : Tutius eff 
errare in mitiori Parti. The Engliſh of which is, 
that it is ſafeſt to err on the favourable Side. And 
the Reaſon is plain: Becauſe, if it ſhould after- 
wards appear that the Party is innocent, there will 
be the leſs Injury done: And, if it ſhould appear 
that he is guilty, the worſt will be only this ; that a 
Criminal has not had the full Puniſhment his Crime 
merited, 


The following appeared. in the Gazxrrzen 
of Saturday June 1 Sth. 


A Letter to the INSPECTOR. 


SIR, 


In your Paper of Friday laſt you ſay, that the mol | 
adviſeable Method which can now be taken with 
Elizabeth Canning, i is to deſire a Clergyman to Wai 
upon her at convenient Seaſons, and deal with hi 
Conſcience, I am very much of your Opinion; 
but then it is but an equitable Demand, that a Perf, 
of the ſame Character ſhould likewife be pole 
to deal i in the ſame Manner with the Gypſy 


can't ſee how this can be refuſed, unleſs you oppoſe : 
an, 
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that Canning has ſtill ſo much Conſcience and Inge- 
nuity left, as to render ber ſuſceptible of good Im- 
— but that the other are arrived to ſuch a 
itch of Obduracy, as to be Proof againſt all theſe. 
But this cannot be your Meaning, as you have ap- 
peared fo warm an Advocate for this worthy Knot 
of People evet ſince the Affair came upon the 
Theatre of the World. I allow that you give this 
Advice from other Principles; and theſe, accord- 
ing to your Paper, are, that no Body now ſeems to 
doubt of her Guilt, and that a Confeſſion of it 
from her own Mouth would give a Satisfaction to 
the World which they ſtill want. I ſhall not enter 
into a nice and critical Diſquiſition upon the Abſur- 
dity, that the World flill wants Satisfaction m a 
Thing of which they have no Doubt, but ſhall only 
expreſs my Surprize how ſuch an Aſſertion eſcaped 
your Pen, For my own Part, I am one who never 
ſaw Eliz. Canning, nor do I know that I am ac- 
quainted with any Body who ever did ſee her, ſol 
dan t underſtand how I can be prejudiced in her Fa- 
vour; and yet I doubt whether ſhe is guilty or not, 
- and I can eaſily take upon me to ſay that there are 
thouſands in London in the ſame Cireumſtances; 
nay, if I can take any Eſtimate of Things from 
-- 'common Converſation, ten thouſands, who are as 
much perſuaded of her Innocence as you are of her 
Guilt. If you would have ſuffered yourſelf = 
think and. ſpeak with a little Jeſs Precipitancy, 
Would perhaps have found, that one half of the Peo- 
ple of this City are ſtill Doubters in this Matter, 
after all that — been done. And I confeſs to you, 
+. that 1 ſhould not chuſe to be the Allertor of a 
Thing, of which half of the Nation, as ſoon as they 
 Feadit, can lay their Hands upon their Hearts, and 
Fl 11 pple is falſe. You'll reply, that thee are only the 
ech 7400 Weak 
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Weak and Credulous; but there is no Reaſon that 
they ſhould take your bare Word, or even your beſt 
Judgment, that they are ſo, any more than — are 
obliged to take their's with Reſpect to your Capacity. 
I wiſh-when People write, they would do it leſs at 
Random. But that I may not be ch :wkh 
pouring a Torrent of. Abuſe upon you, a Thing you 
ſo often complain of, (though if People abuſe others 
they muſt expect Retaliations will be made, ) I ſhall 
eaſily, admit there is either an unaccountable Miſ- 
take, or one of the baſeſt Impoſitions the World 
ever heard of, on the one Side or t' other. You, 
with great Confidence, tell us your Mind of the 
Matter, in charging Canning and her Friends with 
the Plot. I ſhall not enquire into your Grounds of 
Conviction, but only take the Liberty to aſk. you, 
that, as you think there is a Plot, which of che Baer 
was moſt capable of entering into it; whether a 
Perſon whom you an hens often called a Gypſy, 
(for TI own 1 know nothing of her) a, Race whoſe 
very Profeflion is Cozenage and Impoſtuge, or a; Ser- 
vant Girl-of eighteen, whoſe Character is unblame- 
able, brought up under virtuous Parents, and work- 
ing reputably for her Bread? J leave this with you 
to anſwer, and confeſs J ſhould have been apt to ſuſ- 

po 2 Plot on Canning s Side, if ſhe had been a 
JP!Ys 7 | (2 IH, 1: $4 
As to the Evidence upon the Tryal, it ſeems, with 
Reſpect to the Gypſy's Ih, and Alibi, to be as equally 
balanced as a Pound in one Scale and a Pound in, the 
other. But ſuppoſe the Evidence equal in this Re- 
ſpect, yet there is ſomething; on Canning's, Side, 


which there is nothing on the other Side to balance 


at all ; and. theſe are the Conceſſions made by Mo- 
ther Wells and the Gypſy herſelf. What could in- 


duce them to make theſe Conceſſions, encegt the 
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Convition of Truth, would puzzle any Mortal t6 
aceount for, as it was the only Way to that Infamy 
and Deſtfuftion which they wiſhed to avoid: TO 
talk of their doing it from Hurry and Fear, is an 
Abuſe of the Underſtandings of Men; for they 
had nothing greater to fear than what theſe Confeſ- 
ſions naturally led them to, that is, Death and Ruin. 
Pl aſſure you, Sir, if Canning had made the fame 
Confeflions with Reſpect to hetſelf, I would, with- 
out more ado, have looked upon her as one of the 
vileſt Impoſtors, and paid but little Regard to any 
exculpatory Proof ſhe could bring afterwards. - I 
can't ſee, therefote, how you can deny me the Plea- 
ſure of believing them, upon their own Word, eſ- 
pecially as you have ſo high an Opinion of their 
Innocence and Integrity. Ny 
I have only one Thing mote to aſk of you, and 
that is, as Carming's Friends have called upon you a 
Week ago to produce your Authority for aſſerting, 
'that they inflamed her with Wine in the Priſon, 
'Buoyed het up with enthuſiaſtick Notions, and fo 
prevented her making a Confeſſion, you would ſa- 
tisfy the Publick in that Matter, elſe they muſt look 
upon it as fomething worſe than baſe Scurrility., 


In the GazeTTEER of June the 20th, appeat- 
ed the following : 5 | 
The Report fo diligently propagated Yeſterday, 
that Elizabeth Canning had declared ſhe would make 
that Confeſſion ſuggeſted by the Inſpector, upon Con- 
dition ſhe was pardoned and the Names of ſome - 
| Perfons were concealed, is entirely groundleſs. It 

can hardly be doubted, but that the Enemies to Eli- 
æabeth Canning, to Society, and to Truth, wiſh to 
"#ecompliſh thoſe baſe and cruel Deſigns by their 
Tongues, which they have not been able to * 


— 
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pliſh by their Pens; but it's hoped the Public will 
not be deceived by Perſons, who have neither Honeſ- 
ty to ſpeak the Truth, nor Prudence to be ſilent. 


The following was publiſhed much about the 
ſame Time, exactly in the Manner in which it came 
to Mr. Trueman's Hands: 5 008 

To T. TRUEMAN, Eg. 
SIX, Salop, June 18, 1754. 

I am a poor. Man in Purs and Parts; yet hope 1 
have a juſt Claim to that Spirit which at onſt both 
enriches, adorns & recomends your Papers to me 
& all my Aquaintanc. Tis from this Spiritt T give 
you a ſhort but true Account of a Caſe paralell (but 
in a larger Degree) with what made a Part of th 
Suffrings of E. C. The Man I have a perſon 
Aquaintanc with. Some Years paſt he had a totall 
Stop put to all Diſcharg of Nature by Stoole for the 
full Space of three Months, during which "Tithe he 
both eate, drank, and walkd about ſome [Time;T 
ſuppoſe.] For further Particulars I refer you to the 
Man, who was living and in Health laſt Week; and 
may be had by ſending a Letter (I wiſh it Poſt paid) 
to Robert Rollins, Sen. Taylor, in Mr. Millington's 
Hoſpetall near Shretuſbury, Shrepſbire. 

P. S. I leave the above to your Peruſall, Allte- 
ration and publiſhing, if you think it worthy, 


h About a Week after, the followin appeared both 
in the Daily Gazetteer and General Evening Poſt + 
To' the PUBLIC. 


The firſt Verdi& of the Jury between the King | 
and Elizabeth Canning, which was reduced to 1 | 
2 
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and delivered into Court in the following 
Werde, 4 Guilty of Perjury, but not wilful and 
corrupt; their unanimous — of her 
to Mercy, when they brought in their laſt Verdict; 
the Oaths of two of them, upon which Judgment 
was reſpited, and the Diviſion of the Court (eight 
out of ſeventeen of thoſe who preſided,  declarin 
their Sentiments for paſſing upon her the mild 
Sentence in the Power of the Court ;) are ſuch 
ſtrong Circumſtances in her Favour, as (her Friends 
fatter themſelves) will induce the Public to com- 
her Caſe, and lend their charitable Aſſiſt- 
ance, in raiſing a Sum ſufficient to procure her proper 
Accommodations in her Paſſage abroad, and to ſup- 
port her when there——while thoſe of her Friends, 
who, from a more exact and full Knowledge of her 
Caſe, are confirmed in their Belief of her Innocence, 
are induced to exert their utmoſt Efforts and Influ- 
ence to alleviate her Sufferings by a Continuance of 
every Act of Kindneſs in their " Gaede 'Thoſe Per- 
ſons, therefore, who are inclined to contribute to- 
wards alleviating the Diſtreſſes of 


ELIZABETH CANNING, 


are deſired to leave their Charities at Mr. Goadby's, 
Stationer, in Sweeting's Alley near the Royal Ex- 
change; and at Mrs. Winbuſh's, at Charing-croſs ; 
where Books are opened for that Purpoſe. 

After being forced by the moſt confident Aſſertions, 
to ſummon a Phyſician and a Midwife upon my Tri- 
al, to clear my Character from the fouleit Aſperſions, 
whoſe Examination was made unneceſſary by the 
Teſtimony of a Midwife called on the Part of the 

Proſecution ; after being prevented examining the 
far greater Number of the Cloud of Witnelles 
ready to appear to my CharaQter, by the expreſs De- 

clarations 
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clatations of Council retained againſt me, that they 
had nothing to alledge to my Prejudice but the ſin- 
gle Crime for which I was indicted; after the Pub- 
lick has been aſſured that Elizabeth Knott, who was 
convicted of ſingle Felony, was a principal Witneſs 
to prove my Return from Enfield, when ſhe was 
not ſubpœna'd or examined, or intended to be ſub- 
pœna'd or examined, to that or any other Fact; at- 
ter having been repreſented by the Inſpector, as a 
Perſon inflamed with Wine, and made drunk with 
Enthuſiaſm, amd as riſing from my Seat, and coming 
toward a Juſtice of the Peace with all the Appear- 
ance of beginning an Inſtant and full Conſeſſion; 
Aſſertions that have been publickly proved to be 
falſe. After theſe Things there ſeemed ſome 
Room to hope that the Torrent of Abuſe againſt. 
me would have ſtepped of itſelf. But being inform'd” 
that a Report has been diligently propagated, and pre- 
vailed, that I had ſqueaked, and declared I would 


confeſs or reveal the whole, upon Condition I was 


pardoned, and permitted to conceal Names; and 


that I had for Anſwer, If I expected any Mercy, I bo 


muſt name Names, ——T am compelled to declare, 
and do in the moſt ſerious Manner, and with the 
ſtricteſt Regard to Truth, hereby declare, That 1 
remain at this Inſtant of Time fully perſuaded, and 
well aſſured, that Mary Squires was the Perſon who 
robbed me ; that the Houſe of Suſannah Wells was. 
the Place in which I was confined twenty-eight Days, 
and that I did not, in my ſeveral Informations or Ex 
aminations before the different Magiſtrates, or in 97 
Evidence on the Tryal of the ſaid Mary Squires and 
Suſannah Wells, knowingly, in any Material, or 
even in the moſt minute Circumſtance, deviate from 
the Truth. As Witneſs my Hand this 24th Day of 
(une, 1784. ELIZABETH CANN ING: 
itneſs, BEN J. DRAYTON. 


* 
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Both before and after this, many Perſons gave very 
confiderable Benefactions towards the Support of 
the Girl under her Liſtreſſes, and to make a ſuitable 
Proviſtio.y1 for her Ahroad, in Caſe her Sentence ſhould 
take ite: One Lad, alone ſent her 120 l. On 
the other Side, thoſe who thought her guilty, did all 
they cod to obſtruct and tidicule theſe Subſcrip- 
tions In a News Pancr, called the Inſpector, about 
this Time, appeared the two following Paragraphs : 
„% We hear that the Society for the Propagation 
« of Perjury in Foreign Parts, have collected near 
« Fiſtcen Hundred Pounds for the Maintenance of 
« Mrs. Elizabeth Hathaway, who. is very ſoon to 
& ſet out on her Travels to America, for the Im- 
« provement of her Morals.” 

„ Yeſterday Morning a Bank Note of 100 l. 
« for Elizabeth Canning, was received from a Lady, 
«© who before had ſent her twenty Guineas.— The 
% Reward of Perjury, and an Attempt to commit 
„% Murder, through the Laws of the Land.“ 

A Petition to his Majeſty was prepared, and ſigned 
by above eight hundred Gentlemen, Merchants and 
Traders of the City of London, and of the Pariſh of 
Enfield, recommending the Girl to the Royal Cle- 
mency for a Pardon, ſctting forth the many Circum- 
ſtances that appeared in her Favour, and the ſtrong 
Reaſons there were to think her innocent of any in- 
tended Crime: But on the other Side great Oppoſi- 
tion was made to this; and many Inſinuations were 
Aung out that the Girl had many Confederates con- 
cerned with her in the Impoſture; and ſome ex- 
traordinary Methods were propoſed of bringing the 
Girl to a Confeſſion, by keeping her Friends from 
her, unleſs at certain Times, and by permitting ſome 
other Perſons to come to and examine her at all 
Limes. The Writer of the Iuſfecter endeavoured 

| 0, 
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to make this Scheme be received and put in Execu- 
tion by the following Arguments : 

« The French, (ſays he) I have been informed, 
are ſo very tender of taking away Life, that they 
will not ſuffer any Criminal to be executed but upon 
his own Confeffion. Courts, as with us, paſs Sen- 
tence upon Evidence; for there can be, without 
Confeſſion, no other Courſe of Juſtice ; but that 
Sentence cannot be executed till the Criminal has, 
from his own Mouth, confirmed its Authority. 
When this is obſtinately refuſed, the Perſon is put to 
the Torture, | 

They are wiſe, unqueſtionably, in their Tender- 
neſs with Reſpe& to capital Executions ; for Men 
can have only a very limited Right over the Life of 
Man ; but the Means upon which they are thrown, 
by the Obſtinacy of the Criminal, diſgrace, as well 
as ſhock our Nature. We never have, nor ever ſhall 
receive, ſuch Inſtitutions. Although the Perverſe- 
neſs of refuſing a Confeſſion, when che Fact has 
been proved, may, as a ſecond Crime, unite this Se- 
verity with Juftice, nothing can reconcile it to Hu- 
manity. ö 

Where a People in their political Capacity, ſo de- 
ſervedly famous as thoſe of France, have confeſſed 
the Ineffectuality of ail Human Means to obtain 
ſuch Confeſſions, by the Uſe of thoſe, which are in- 
deed only fit for Savages z we may, perhaps, de- 
ſpair of finding any here upon the civil Plan. Vet, 
not only to juſtify Executions, but to diſabuſe the 
World, and to impeach others who are guilty, in an 
equal, and perhaps ſometimes in a greater Degree, 

than the Convicts, ſuch Confeſſions will always be 
eargeſtly wiſhed ; and, poſſibly, upon another Foun- 
dation, a Method may be pointed out for the obtain- 
ing them, | 


E 2 | There 
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the Habit of Religion: 


5 
There are Compulſions ſtronger than thoſe of 
Pain; for there are ſuch as affect the Mind, this 
only reaching to the Body: A brutal Obſtinacy may 
ſtand up againſt the latter; but to the former, pro- 
perly employed, nothing but brutal Ignorance can 
oppoſe itſelf ; and that is not common. I ſhall ex- 
plain myſelf fully. Reaſon may ſuceced in the ſol- 
liciting that which is denicd to Cruelty 3 and the 
Confe ſſion which is refuſed to Torture, may be gi- 
ven to Religion. 

It would become us more than zll the Nations in 
the World to introduce this Practice; becauſe, of 
all Mankind, it is among us the moſt neceſſary. 
Ihe natural Courage and Spirit of our People may 
place it as a. Merit to ſtand out againſt Pain; but 
that natural good Senſe, for which we are deſervedly 
famous, will make us liſten to the Voice of Reaſon. 
. There is not any Thing more certain than that, 


taking the whole of Matters together, it is always 


the wiſeſt, beſt, and moſt advantageous Courſe a a 
Perſon can take, to ſpeak the ruth. Such is the 
natural Excellency of Truth, there is no Circum- 
ſtance under which it is not prudent, and for our In- 
tereſt to adhere to. Lit:le Minds, and Perſons who 
have diſhoneſt Cauſes to manage, often ſpeak other- 
wiſe; but this is the Voice of Impartiality. 

Truth never comes ſo well recommended as in 
. There can be no Method 
therefore propoſed fo proper to ſollicit it from a Con- 
vict, 2s the committing and recommending that 
Ducy to the Clergyman who attends : he demand- 


ing for him frequent and ſolemn Opportunices; and 


the excluding from the Criminal ſuch Perſons as 


„ o * . 
may be intereſted in the Concealment of the Crime. 


To this End it were to be wiſhed, that what the 
Employment wants in Honour, might be made up 
to it in Advantage: That the Reward given, and 

| the 
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the Reſpect and Countenance ſhewn to the Perſon 
officiating in that Poſt, might invite thoſe of Cha- 
racter and . 17. to accept it, (I mean no 
Reflection in this, tor I am a Stranger to the preſent 
Ordinary, and that the bringing the Convict to 
Confeſſion ſhould be recommended as one great Ar- 
ticle of the Duty. 

After the Authority of Religion, that of Civil 
Power would have the beſt Title to ſollicit the Con- 
feſſion: To this Purpoſe the Way for thoſe of Cha- 
racer and Office ſhould always be open to the Cri- 
minal, and baſe and infamous Perſons kept away, or 
ſuffered only to make Viſits of a certain Length, 
and before Witneſſes. 

Surely there can appear nothing in all this ſevere 
to the Criminal, nor unjuſt ; Certainly it might in a 
Country like this produce thoſe deſirable Conſe- 
quences, which all other Means ſollicit in vain. Tor- 
tures are for Slaves: Free People are to be awed 


only by Reaſon. I am ignorant how far the Law I 


may provide already for this Purpoſe 3 but I am not 
ignorant what is ſometimes practiſed ; and moſt pro- 
bably to the Defeat of a reaſonable Caution in 
the Management of Convicts, is often owing the 
Want of Confeſſions ; which would always fatisfy 
the Minds of thoſe who had pronounced the Sen- 
tence, and which are often wanting to convince the 
World. | 

I ſhall bring theſe «cheat Obſervations to a ſingle 
Inſtance, for in that Light they will appear moſt af- 
fecting, and none can be fo proper at this Period as 
that of Canning. 

Far from enteftaining any Anger againſt this un- 
happy Girl, I feel for her the moſt ſincere Compaſ- 
fion: There it ct this Treks nb Douboethet Gultt ; ; 
but perhaps (although of this I know nothing cer- 
tainly) many whom ſhe could diſcover, are much 


E 3 more 
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more guilty : The weak Girl has probably been 
miſled : She deſerves certainly all ſhe will ſuffer for 
permitting herſelf to be ſo miſled, and for ſwearing 
againſt her Conſcience, to the Deſtruction of ano- 
ther; but notwithſtanding, thoſe who contrived for 
her, (if there be ſuch) deſerve much more Puniſh- 
ment, 

At preſent the Publick, who have been very much 
abuſed, are not all ſet right; theſe guilty Perſons, 
fur moſt likely there are ſuch, are unpuniſhed ; and 
the Convict receives the Sentence which many may 
have deferved : There remains no Queſtion but ſhe 
is guilty ; but what is ſo much to be deſired as her 
Confeſſion of it: A Confeſſion, which would diſ- 
abuſe many honeſt Perſons, who are yet impoſed 
upon, and which would give the Law its fuller 
Courſe. The Means which appear to Reaſon moſt 


likely to obtain ſuch a Confeſſion, have been pro- 
poſed.” | | 


The Generality of unprejudiced Perſons have 
been of Opinion from the Beginning, that Canning 
had been prompted to a great Part of what ſhe has 
done by others, and that it was in her Power to im- 
peach ſome who were in the Eye of Reaſon much 
more guilty than herſelf. I have never been fo raſh 
as to cenſure any particular Perſon ; nor do I at this 
Time know where to point the general Suſpicion 3 

but I muſt acknowledge myſelf of Opinion, that 
there is Ground for believing her Sentence makes 
but a partial Offering to Juſtice. | | 

There is too much Probability, the Confeſſion of 
the Girl alone can bring thoſe who have been con- 
cerned. with her to Puniſhment : The Means to ob- 
tain ſuch a Confeſſion, the whole World will agree 

with me, muſt be to bring herſelf to a juſt and Go 
: 15 ene. 


" 
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Senſe of her Fault, by putting her under the Di- 
rection of the Ordinary, who can have no Intereſt 
but the preparing her for that Confeſſion; and by 
keeping from her, unleſs at proper Times, and un- 
der decent Circumſtances, thoſe who may be more 


intereſted in her concealihg what is ſo much wiſhed _ 


to be known, and who, to impoſe upon a weak 


Mind, may dare to claim the Authority of a pretend- 


ed Piety : To theſe, adding the reaſonable Conceſſion 


of making the Way to her open to Perſons of Worth _ 


and Authority, there would be the ſtrongeſt Hope of 
her divulging the remaining Secret, if there be one ; 
and upon a contrary Conduct it does not ſeem there 
can be any. 


In Anſwer to theſe, and other Inſinuations, Miſ- 


repreſentations, and Falſchoodi, the following ap- 


peared in the Gazeteer and other Papers: 


7 e P UE FORK 

« After the Advocates of Mary Squares have, by 
„their Silence, admitted the repeated Charge of 
„ advancing Falſehood, and perverting Truth, to 
© ſupport their Cauſe, it may be more prudent. for 
© the Friends of Elizabeth Canning to continue 
te their Endeavours for the Relief of the Diſtreſſed, 
the Elucidation of Truth, and the Security « of 
« Society, (ſo far as it depends on the Certainty of 
„Human Evidence,) than to animadvert on the 
« wretched Slanders, which, in Violation of co 
* mon Decency, and in Defiance of common Sen 885 


&« are conſtantly obtruded upon the Publick in the | 


& London Daily Advertiſer and Inſpeftor.” © 
Three whole Papers were afterwards filled by the 

Writer of the In/pe&or, with the Story of Richard 

Hathaway, an Impoſtor, in 1702, who pretende 


that he was bewilched by an old Woman, that he 4 


vomited 


| 
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vomited Pins, and even Nails; that he did not eat 4 
Morſel of any Thing for the Space of two Months; 
that great Numbers believed this incredible Story, 
that Money was raiſed for the Impoſtor, and the old 
Woman he accuſed, try'd for Witchcraft ; that 
when ſhe was acquitted, the Judge and Jury were re- 
viled and inſulted, and the like. This the [nſpec- 
for has endeavoured to make a paralle] Caſe with that 
oi Canning; but the Caſes are ſo little alike, that 
the Friends of Canning thought this laborious At- 
tempt of the Inſpestor required no other Anſwer but 
to be ridiculed, and accordingly publiſhed the follow- 
ing in the Gazeteer of July 18. 7 
„The Inspector having entertained the Town 
two or three Days ſucceſſively with the Story of an 
Impoſtor nained Richard Hathaway, and exhauſted 
all his little Stock of Logick and Rhetorick in en- 
deavouring to make it paſs for a Parallel to the Affair 
of Canning; every humane, benevolent Heart, can- 
not but commiſerate his deplorable Cafe, which 1s 
even worſe than that of botching or knaviſh Tin- 
kers, who ſtop one Hole and make two: Therefore, 
ſeeing him reduced to ſuch great Streights, and fear- 
ing he may ſoon kick up his Heels, we cordially ad- 
viſe him to bring upon the Carpet the Story of 
Martin Guerre, which, with ſuch Comments on it 
as he is capable of making, will ſuffice to fill up his 
Paper at leaſt a whole Fortnight longer : But firſt, 
Jet him not forget to perſuade the World againſt 
Truth and common Senſe, that any extraordinary 
Affair is an exact Parallel to every other extraordinary 
Affair.“ 5 | 
It has been further obſerved, that the Parallel be- 
tween the two Stories, does not hold in any Shape. 
In the one, the Accuſer, Richard Hathaway, was an 
idle Apprentice Boy; the Perſon he accuſed was an 
honeſt, ſober, religious old Woman, In the other, 
| ; Elizabeth 


19 


Elizabeth Canning, the Accuſer, has been proved to 
be a ſober, induſtrious Girl; and the Perſons ſhe ac- 


cuſed, ſome of them of known infamous Characters, 
and the others of ſuch a Way of Life, as the Law 
ſuppoſes always infamous. Richard Hathaway pre- 
tended to have faſted entirely two whole Months; 
Canning only, that ſhe had barely ſubſiſted for twenty- 
eight Days on the Value of four Ounces per Day. 
Hathaway pretended that he vomited crooked Pins 
and Nails, that he was dumb and blind, and that he 
ſuffered the moſt grievous "Tortures : But all this 
while we do not find that there appeared any out- 
ward Signs on him, that he had really faſted ſo long, 
or ſuffered ſuch cruc] Torments. Canning, beyond 
Doubt, brought Home a Body emaciated to a ſtrange 
Degree, and, according to the Depoſition of a Phy- 
ſician and Apothecary of Reputation, who attended 
her from the very Hour, had all thoſe Symptoms 
which do proceed from not having received ſufficient 


Food into the Stomach. Hathaway's Complaints 


could be only cured (as was pretended) by ſcratching . 


the old Witch. Can 's yielded in a due and com- 
mon Courſe to the +.thcacy of the Medicines given. 
Hathaway made Uſe of a Story ſuited to the Super- 


ſtition of the Vulgar, and even of many of the bet- - 


ter Sort of People at that Time of Day. It is well 


known how addicted the People of this Kingdom 


have been to believe all the Feats of Witchcraft: 
Many Years ſince. Hathaway's Time, an expreſs 
Law made by the whole Kingdom has been in Force 
againſt them, and even the ridiculous Tryal_ of 
proving them ſo, by ſeeing whether they would fink 


or ſwim : It is not therefore to be wondered, that © 


Hathaway's Story, however incredible and abſurd, 
ſhould be believed and-warmly ſupported by great 
Numbers at that Time, becauſe it ſuited exactly 
with the Apprehenſions and Imaginations 7. the 
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Power of Witchcraft, which ſtrongly poſſeſſed the 
Minds of great Numbers in thoſe Days. Canning's 
Story was no Ways ſuited to any particular Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions, ſo that it could only be believed from the 
Arguments that appeared for it, and from the corro- 
borating Circumſtances that attended it. 

But there is another particular Circumſtance 
which diſtinguiſhes Canning's Caſe from the Impoſ- 
tor, Richard Hathaway, and indeed almoſt every 
other Impoſtor ; and that is when Hathaway's Caſe 
came to be ſtrictly enquired into, it preſently ap- 
peared that it was an Impoſture. The Inſpector re- 
lates, that a worthy Clergyman being perſuaded it 
was a Trick, went and viſited him himſelf. 

The Fellow pretended Agonies, and he pretended 
Reachings: After he removed his Head, crooked 


Pins were found in the Baſon. This diſcerning Ob- 


ſerver ordered, the next Time, that his Hands 
ſhould be kept from the Baſon, and then no Pins 
were found in it. His Pockets were ſearched, and 
there were diſcovered Handfuls of them. 

This was not all; when no more Pins were vo- 
mited, his Fits purſued him; he was dumb, and he 
Was bf 
ſcratching the Woman, whom he accuſed of the 
Witchcraft. | 

The Clergyman viſited him in his Fits, and he 
brought the ſuppoſed Witch to bim; he brought 
alſo another Woman; and making the Accuſed 
ſpeak to him, conſenting to be ſcratched, he gave 
to him the Hand of the other Woman: The Fel- 
low ſcratched it, and'in an Inſtant he recovered. 

When he pretended to have faſted near three 
Months he was given. into the Care of a Surgeon, 


who took him into his Houſe : Here he affected to 


continue faſting. He refuſed to taſte any Thing that 


was offcred-: He pretended he could not ſwallow 3” 


but 


ind; and nothing would relieve him but 
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but upon a mock Quarrel of the Surgeon with his 
Servant, and upon that Servant's pretending to take 
Part with the Fellow, he eat and drank heartily 
every Day of the Food ſhe brought him. Holes 


were made through the Wainſcot; by Means of 


which, Numbers of People were brought to ſee him 


eat, and they were detained to ſee his Behaviour af- 


terwards: When upon offering him Food, he would 
pretend to be unable to ſwallow ; and on being aſk'd 
how long it was ſince he taſted any Food, he would 
count twelve or fourteen Weeks upon his Fingers. 

All this appeared inconteſtably upon his Tryal, 
and in Conſcquence he was convicted, 

But in the Caſe of Canning, . after the moſt dili- 
gent Enquiry, after every Thing has been ſifted, af- 
ter no Stone has been left unturned, for the Space of 
eighteen Months, not even one ſingle Proof has ap- 
peared of her being an Impoſtor ; for Suppoſitions 
= never be admitted, agreeable to Reaſon, as 

roofs. 


Since this, has been publiſhed an Addreſs to the 


Liverymen of the City of London, by Sir Criſp Gaſ= 
coyne, Knt. and Alderman, late Lord Mayor, the 
Proſecutor of Canning, ſhewing his Motives and 


whole Conduct in that Affair: The SubſtaneCof * il 
which, as publiſhed in the London Magazine, is as 


follows : 


* 


8 IR Criſp begins his Addrefs with ſaying, that be- 
ſides expreſſing his Gratitude to the Liverymen 

for the Honour they have done him in chuſing him 

Lord Mayor, he thought himſelf alſo accountable to 


them for his ConduR, in all publick Matters, during 
the Continuance of that Office, "all 
6. It hath happened, ſays he, that a very material 


and a very ſingular Tranſaction hath marked the 1 F 


Mayoralty in which I ſerved, _ 2 
| Give 
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Give me Leave, Gentlemen, to aſſure you that. MW t 
my own Heart perfectly approves my whole Con- 
duct in that Matter, notwithſtanding the many ſe- 
vere Reflections I have endured. 

If I could ſubmit to thoſe Reflections ſo far as they 
regarded myſelf, yet it becomes me to vindicate your 
Magiſtrate It is not proper that the Lord Mayor 
of London ſhould be condemned where he is inno- 
cent: 11. | 

Nor can I, while a perſect Juſtification of every 
Step that I have taken is fo eaſily in my Power, ſuf- 
fer a Blot to remain upon that Year of. the City's 
Adminiſtration a City, amongſt its many other 
pre-eminent Diſtinctions, at all Times heretofore 
diſtinguiſhed by the exemplary Conduct of its Ma- 
giſtrates. 

Afterwards he gives his Reaſon for ſo long delay- 
ing his Juſtification, becauſe he knew what Weight 

it muſt have againſt Canning at her Trial, therefore 
he choſe to diſpenſe with the Injuries his Silence 
countenanced, rather than purſue a Remedy at her 
Expence, yo; 

Then after juſt ſtating the Story of Canning and 
the Trial of Squires, he ſays, that at the very Time 
of the Trial he declared, that he doubted the whole 
Story, and was diſſatisfied with the Verdict; for, 
ſays he, 

% Beſides the Improbability of the Story, many 
other Things conſpired to make me think a further 
Inquiry neceſſary;— among which were the antece- 
dent Prejudice in Men's Minds, the Outrages of the 
Mob preventing that folemn and ſacred Freedom 
which ſhould attend upon all Trials, and the contra- 
dictory Evidence given upon this: And as this Trial 
happened in a Court wherein I had the Honour to 
prefiie, I thought it a Duty in me to make that In- 


quiry.”” | | 
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In purſuance of this he directed Mr. Ford to write 
to the Miniſter of Abbotſbury in Dor ſetſbire, to make 
an Inquiry into the Story of Squires's being at Ab- 
botſbury with her Son and Daughter, from the 1ſt of 
January, 1753, to the gth of that Month, and to 
ſend the Characters of Gibbons and Clarke who had 
{worn to this Fact at the Trial. This Letter, of 
which he gives a Copy, is dated Feb. 24, 1753; and 
next follows a Copy of Mr. Harris the Miniſter's 
Anſwer, dated March 5, 1753, which confirms the 
Fact, and gives the two Witneſſes a very good Cha- 
racter. 

But Sir Cri/þ was not, it ſeems, the only Gentle- 
man upon the Bench who was diſſatisfied with the 
Verdict, or who thought it his Duty to enquire into 
the Fact of Sguires's being at Abbotſbury from the 
1ſt to the gth of Fanuary; for Juſtice Gundry, the 
Judge upon the Trial, had directed his Clerk to write 
to the Under-ſheriff of Dor ſelſbire, to inquire into it, 
whoſe Anſwer Sir Criſp gives a Copy of, dated Feb. 
28,1753; and alſo of a Certificate incloſed therein, 
from the Church-wardens, Overſeers, and ſeveral of 
the ſubſtantial Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Abborſbury, 
all averring the Fact that Sguires, her Son, and her 
Daughter were at Abbotſbury for ꝙ Days the Begin- 
ning of January, 17533 after which the ſaid Under 
Sheriff ſent up an Affidavit ſworn before the Mayor 
of Dorcheſter, March 2, 1753, by 6 of the Inhabi- 

tants of Abbotſbury confirming the ſaid Fact; of 
which alſo Sir Criſp gives a Copy, and likewiſe a Co- 


py of a Certificate from the Church-wardens, Over» 1. | 
ſeer, and 3 of the Inhabitants. of Coombe Biſſet in 
I[Viltſhire, giving a good Character of Thomas Gre». © -* 


ville of that Town, who had upon the Trial of 
Squires ſworn that ſhe, her Son and Daughter, were 
at his Houſe on the 14th of January, which Certifi- 


cate is dated Feb. 28, 1753, and adds, that they be-. 


; 7 lieved 
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lieved the Gypſy Woman was at Coombe at that 
Time according to Evidence. | 
Theſe Proofs e Fave before Canning's Friends, 
they doubted if the Convict was the ſame Perſon ; 
therefore to prove the Identity, he directed Mr. Ford 
to write again to Mr. Harris, and defire him to ſend 
to London two Men whoſe Characters he would 
certify. EN 
nie then gives a very circumſtantial Account of 
Virtue HalPs Recantation, and makes it appear from 
her Behaviour, &c. that ſhe had been threatened 
and frightened into what ſhe had ſworn before Juſtice 
Fielding, and at the Trial of Nell and Squires, in 
order to ſave herſelf from being proſecuted as an Ac- 
ceſſary to the Felony. 

After which he gives us the Informations ſworn to 
before him, March 12 and 13, by Fortune Natus and 

his Wife, Ezra I/hiffing, Elizabeth Long, and Mary 
 Larney, who were all examined ſeparately, in the 
Preſence of Canning's Friends; and he then tells us, 
that the two Men ſent from Abbot/bury being arrived, 
with proper Teſtimonials from Mr. Harris, they 
were ſent to Newgate, and knew Squires as ſoon as 
they ſaw her, and as they were upon their Return 


ſeparately and publickly examined, he gives us a Co- 


py of each of their Informations upon Oath, in which 
they agree, and fully confirm the Fact, that this ve- 
ry Convict was the Perſon who, with her Son and 
Daughter, was at Abbotſbury from the Iſt to the gth 
of January, 1753. . oy 0 

o theſe he adds a long Information ſworn before 
him, March 23, 1753, by Gawen Naſh, John 
Hague, and Edward Aldridge, which gives an Ac- 
count of Canning's Behaviour when firſt examined 
by Alderman Chitty, and at Enfield, when Wells, 
Squires, &c. were apprehended ; and concludes thus: 


% And laſtly, all theſe Informants ſay, that although 
X | they 
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they had embarked in this Affair at their own Ex- 
pence, as Friends to publick Juſtice, and out of Ten- 
derneſs to a poor Girl whom they believed was in- 
jured, yet from the Satisfaction they received at the 
ſaid Mrs. Wells's, from the Appearance of Things 
not at all anſwering the Deſcription that had been 
given, they concluded, that the Story of the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Canning was impoſſible to be true, that they 
themſelves had been impoſed upon, and therefore 
they deſiſted to aſſiſt in the Proſecution.“ 

He alſo adds the Information ot Andrew MWaſe, an 
Exciſemau, cmployed at Abbotſbury the Beginning of 
January, who had been ſent for by the Commiſſioners 
of Exciſe, {aw Squires in Newpate, and wears poſts 
tively to her having been at .7ovot/bury with her Son 
and Daughter the Beginning of that Month, and to 
ſeveral other Particulers tnat hat been mentioned by 
the other V'iineſſes fr thot 1 own. 

And Sir Cp concludes tie Fart with fome. 
Proofs, that had in Effect beer firif5:d bim by 
Canning's Friends; fu: one of then, Had wryte to Mr, 
Cooper of Saliſbury, to enquire into ihe Character of 
Greville at Coombe, and if any others pretended to 
have ſeen Squires there, as Greville had fwiry, Mr. 
Cooper accordingly went to Coombe, being but three 
Miles diſtant, where he found that Greville had a 
very good Character, and alſo found no leſs than ſe- 
ven other Perſons wizo all declared, that they had 


ſeen a Gypſy Woman there on Sunday, Fan. 14. 


which by the Deſcription they gave of her appeared 
to be Squires, Theſe Teſtimonies Mr. Cooper ſent © 
to Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, and at the ſame "Time ſent a 
Duplicate of them to Canning's Friend at London, as 


he declares in a ſecond Letter to Sir Criſp, by which 


he ſent the Teſtimonies of four other Perſons to the 
like Purpoſe. | E 
| | The 


: ( 64 ) 
The whole of this Evidence, Sir Criſp ſays, he 
thought it his Duty to lay before his Majeſty, toge- 
ther with a Memorial, of which he gives a Copy ; 
and as Canning's Friends had likewiſe preſented ſome 
freſh Evidence againſt Squires, his Majeſty, on April 
10, when the Report of the Convicts under Sentence 
of Death was made, thought fit to reſpite the Execu- 
tion of Squires, and to refer the Evidence on both 
Sides to his Attorney and Sollicitor General, who af- 
ter due Conſideration reported, that the Evidence 
was in the Convict's Favour, on which ſhe had a 
free Pardon granted her. | 
He then gives an Account of the Indictments for 
Perjury againſt Canning on one Side, and againſt the 
three Countrymen who had been Witneſſes in Fa- 
vour of Sguires on the other; and in this he de- 
ſcribes ſome very odd Sort of Management on the 
Part of Canning's Friends, particularly with Regard 
to the ſecond Certiorari's, in the obtaining of which 
ſome Perſon or other he ſays was guilty of a wilful 
Impoſition upon the late Lord Chief Juſtice, and it 
is ſarprizing a more ſtrict Enquiry was not made 
Into it, | 
As the three Countrymen were acquitted for 
Want of Proſecution, and as Canning at laſt ap- 
peared, and gave Bail to take her Tryal, he gives 
his Reaſons for reſolving to have a connected Proof 
of all the Places where Sguires, her Son and Daugh- 
ter, had quartered in their Journey from Abbotſbury 
to London, and for the three laſt Stages before their 
Arrival at Abbot/oury, for which Purpoſe there were 
about forty Witneſſes, beſides Fake the Excifeman, 
from fifteen different Parts of the Country, attend- 
ing at Canning's Tryal, and all examined ſeparately, 
the old Woman, her Son and Daughter, being pre- 
ſent the whole Time in Court to be referred to. ; 
| After 
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After this he makes ſome Remarks for ſhewing tbe 
Inconſiſtency of the Evidence produced by Canning's . 
Friends, for proving that Squires was at Enfield be- 
tween Chriſtmas and Jan. 24, 1753, and having thus 
removed all Suſpicion of Guilt from the Gypſy, he 
proceeds next to ſhew the Falſity of Canning's pre- 
tended Confinement ; for which Purpoſe he gives a. 
Copy of her firſt Information before Alderman 
Chitty, and ſays that he ordered a Model and Plan 
to be taken of the Room, where ſhe pretended to be 
confined, which was produced upon the "Tryal, $. 
He then points out a Multitude of Inconſiſtencies 
in the Accounts that Canning herſelf had given, with 
Reſpe to every Part of. per Story; and gives 3 
Summary of the Evidence produced at her Tryal, 
for proving the Impoſſibility of her having been 
confined in that Room, on which Occaſion he gives 
the Teſtimony of Mr. Bell, who keeps the Feur 
Stwans at Faltham, to the Character of Fortune 
Natus. Mr. Bell, it ſeems, ſwore, that Natus had 
been in his Sovits above a Year ; that he was a; 
very honeſt induſtrious Fellow ; that he never. a IF 
caught him in a Lye, nor believed him capable ß 8 
telling one; that amongſt his ſevetother Seryants* 
he wiſhed he had his Equal, and that he raiſed his 
Wages from 38. 6d. per Week to 78. from his'Ap-" 
probation of his Behaviour. How this Teſtimony 
came to be neglected in the Seſſions Paper, let the 
Reader judge ; for it is certain, that either a 
or Natus and his Wife muſt be petjured. 4 
Sir Criſp, after this, obſerves ſome Inconſiſtencies "oy 
in the Evidence produced by Canning, for proving 
her being carried to Enfield, and her Return from 
thence ; after which he takes Notice of her putting #© 
only her Mark to her Informations, though 'ſhe 2 
could write better than moſt Perſons in her Station. 
Then he gives what had been obſerved ure ber 
F Shift 
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KF. Shift by Mrs. Mayle, the Mid wife; to which he adds 
ſome Remarks upon the Advertiſements publiſhed by 
| her Mother, and upon the Anſwer made by the 

Conjurer, and concludes his Account thus : 

Far from triumphing at the Girl's Conviction, 
wicked as ſhe is, I wiſh her Diſcovery had been the 
Means of intitling her to Mercy, and of bringin 
thoſe more guilty to Juſtice: But this could not be 
expected; the Curtain, behind which this Secret lay, 
was too cloſely drawn; and none but her own 
Friends permitted to ſee her. And thoſe who be- 
fore protected her, as the Tool of their Politicks, © 
in Oppoſition to me, muſt not now deſert her.“ 

| And he finiſhes with a Renewal of his Addreſs to 

bis Fellow Liverymen, which he concludes thus: 

| 1 «© What I did, as a Man, my Heart tells me was 
1 right x but as a Magiſtrate, I readily ſubmit to your 
Judgment.“ ; 

.* To this Addreſs of Sir Criſp Gaſcoyn's, a Livery- 
man has publiſhed a Reply, which he has done in the 


upon! It is a very ſingular Honour you have been 
pleaſed to confer upon us ; we ſhall ever retain of it 
4 the moſt grateful Remembrance; and I cannot 
= . think, but ſo dutiful an Addreſs merits a moſt gra- 
_— cious Anſwer. Theſe, Sir, being my Sentiments, 
how could I be longer ſilent! It is with Pleaſure I 
hear all Men, fince this great Publication, ſpeak of 
WW. you as they ought; for I love every Man ſhould 
= have his Due. It is a Tranſport to me to read the 
Effects of it in the publick Papers. I forget what 
Wis that Man's Name who ſet the Church on Fire, 
that People might have ſomething to ſay about him. 
It is a good Thing, ſays he, to be talked of ay Way. 
| I rejoice 
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J rejoice to read of thoſe “ many worthy Gentlemen 
that had been miſled by their Compaſſion, or had been 


impoſed upon by the Artifices of deſigning Men; but 
are convinced by your Addreſs of Canxninc's I- 
POSTURE. Only one Thing vexes and ſurprizes 


me: I never found one of theſe convinced Gentle 


men out of the News Papers. All unprejudiced 
People that I ever met with, have thought of Can- 
ning alike, and I find them think juſt the ſame now 


as they uſed to do. — 


You are a very generous Man, Sir Criſp ] that 
all muſt allow, by your Pamphlet; for you there do 
a great deal more than you promiſed. You pro- 
miſed us only an Account of your Conduct; but 
you have added what ought to be our Judgment pon 


it. Vou promiſed us no more thin Facts; but you 


have added to the Plums of Truth, the Paper and 
Packthread of Reaſonings. You promifed only to 
ſtate Caſes; but you have drawn Concluſions. 


How much are we obliged to you | It is therefore 
I am thus early to pay my Gratitude ; we might 


have miſtaken many Parts of your Conduct, if you 


had not been pleaſed to mark out its Candour and 


Ingenuity, We might have thought you officious 
in this Place, and raſh in another ; in this Inſtance 
too remiſs, and in another precipitate. How oblig'd 
are we to you for theſe Aſſiſtances to our Judgment 
it was kind to help a Sett of poor ignorant Mecha- 


nicks, ſuch as ſome of us I am afraid are; and, ho? 
nourable Sir, we thank you. I thank you for one, 


and I do it moſt devoutly; for I am very ſenfible 
that I ſhould never have thought of your Conduct in 
the Manner you tell me I ſhould, in ſome Inſtances, 
if you had not directed me this Way by your Re 


ſonings. If you had given us nothing but the Facts, 


even 


* See the News Papers of the 17th of July, i 
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0 (8) 
even as you have yourſelf related them, we ſhould 
never have judged as you intended in all Reſpects. 
You told us, you would only ftate the Facts, and 
leave us to judge of your Conduct: That was to be 
eur Buſineſs ; but you have taken the Trouble off 
our Hands entirely. It might be dangerous to have 
left us to ourſelves, for who knows but we might 
have made quite different Obſervations. Your own 
HFleart 1 approves of your whole Conduct 
Well ſaid ! you are in the Temple; we ſhould have 
judged whether a good Heart ought to have approv'd 
it. Remember, Sir, the Publican went Home in 
better Caſe, who ſaid, God be merciſul to me a Sinner, 
He who appeals to the Publick, puts himſelf upon 
a Tryal by his Country. We admit no Man to be 
Evidence in his own Cauſe. You were generous not 
to publiſh the Work while the Tryal of Canning 
was depending, becauſe you knew the Weight your 
Juſtification muſt have againſt her. But, Sir, if we 
give you all the Weight your mighty Importance is 
pleaſed to allow itſelf, how does your great Candour 
and great Impartiality appear ? You would not pub- 


liſh this formidable Juſtification while Canning was 


_ + #Therto, your Humanity ſhould have delayed it ſtill. 


to come to her Tryal; but your great Humanity 
brings it forth now; juſt when ſhe is under the dou- 

ble Weight of Sickneſs and a Sentence; juſt when 
the Court of Aldermen were deliberating upon an 
Act of Clemency to her; and which they have now 

prepoſed and carried, Sir, in Spite of this Oppoſition 
and all others, You are very ready to aſk Queſ- 
tions, but you anſwer them yourſelf ! If you will aſk 
me what you ſhould have done on this Occaſion, I 
ſhall tell you. Your Humanity ſhould have kept it 
back till ſhe was ſhipped off. I love Conſiſtency in 
Men's Actions, becauſe I love Truth. If it was 


You 


FT. TR \ ah. if > — WP 


__——_ — 0 3 LS 


fetts it would have had on us the ſame it appears to 
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You aſk us, Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, what Effect the 
Letters from the Vicar of Abbotſbury, the Certificates 


from the Inhabitants, &c. would have had on us 
The Queſtion is not unneceſſary; nor were the Ef- 


have had on you. It would have convinced us of the 
Gipſey's Innocence; but it convinced you of Canning's 
Guilt at all Adventures. Theſe are two diſtin 
Things, though you are pleaſed to confound them; 
the Gypſy might have been at Abbotſbury; and yet 
Canning might have been robbed at Enfield. If a 
terrified Girl, ſcarce recovered from a Fit, and half 
in the dark, miſtook the Face of a Perſon, who had 
treated her with the moſt horrible Barbarity ; was 
that a Reaſon why ſhe ſhould be proſecuted as a Cri- 
minal ! Was that to be, to Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, who 
took the Part of an old Gipſy, out of the very 
Overflowings of Humanity, a Reaſon why the other 


ſhould be treated as an Impoſtreſs. | 

You have given us ſome Evidences, that the Gipſey was not at 
Enfield till a long Time after the pretended Robbery, This may be 
true; and yet the\Robbery not be a pretended one: For Elizabeth Cane 
ning might be robbed at that Place and Time by another. Fortunatus 
wears, that he lay in the Room, and therefore you believe him. Eli» 
zabeth Canning (wears, ſhe was confined in the Room; and therefore 
o hrs believe her. This is the State of the Caſe: Mark the Parti- 
ality of your Reaſoning. You cendemn the Friends of Canning for be- 
lieving a fingle Fact upon Oath, Why are they blameable in this, and 
you commendable ? But your own Heart approves you: Their*s, Sir, 
approves them. The Reaſon is parallel. If Natus and bis Wife did 
not lie in this Room, you ſay, wvbere 4idthey lay ? the contrary bas never 
appeared, Þ anſwer, If Elizabeth Canning did not lie in this Room, 
where did the lie? the contrary has never appeared. The Words 
are the ſame, changing the Names of the Perſons ; If therefore it be 
an Argument for one, it is an Argument for the other, 

That I miy not ſeem to aſſert without Reaſon, let me ſtate the 
next Sentence, If Ezra Whiffn, you ſay, was not in the Room 
the 18:h of. January, or did not ſee Juditb Natus there, wvbat ſhould 
induce him to ſwear it? Ianſwer, If Mary Squires was not at Enfield- 
Waſh before the Time uten your Witneſſes ſavear that came thither, 
What ſhould induce their Witneſſes, who are of egual Credit at leaſt with 
Ezra Whiffin, and with Fortune Natus, to fevear ſhe wvas, The 
Perions could have no Reaſon for ſwearing ſhe was there at the Time, 
but that is was true; therefore it is true, becauſe they ſwore it. 

The Friends of Canning, you complain, had declined to tell you” _ 
vhere Virtue Hall was. If People are to be accuſed, tis fit that hould 
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de done with Candour. I call upon you, Sir, to an- 
= ſweg, Did you ever aſk them fairly? Sir, be pleaſed 
to underſtand this is a Demand of theirs, and a De- 
mand to which they have a Right to expect your 
Anſwer. They have Characters, however you are 
pleaſed to treat them; and they intend to defend 
themſelves : They inſiſt therefore upon this Charge 
being made peremptorily. But to the preſent Pur- 
poſe ; what matters it, whether they told you where 
Virtue was or not: One would have thought, Sir, 
you could have found that without Aſſiſtance. Was 
itt ſo difficult for a Lord Mayor of London to find 
where a Girl was, who was a Priſoner ; at leaſt, who 
was in a Priſon, What Means had Dr. Hill, which 
Sir Criſp Gaſcoigne had not? or how could that be ſo 
difficult to a ſupreme Magiſtrate, which that egregi- 
ous Gentleman did ſo eatily ! x 
It was a great Surprize to you, that Canning's 
Friends came with Virtue Hall, when you ſent for 
her: It was alſo a Surprize to them, that you, who 
told them you would communicate to them every Step you 
too, did not inform them of your ſending for her, 
To me neither one nor t'other was ſurprizing. You 
did not think proper to tell them what you wanted 
with her, till you had tried if you could obtain it : 
They did not chuſe to leave her to you, if they could 
== help it, without being themſelves preſent. It needed 
not have been a Surprize to you, that they who fup- 
ported her were informed of ſo material a Tranſac- 
tion as the Lord Mayor of London's ſending for her: 
Nor will it ſurprize any Man in the World, but you, 
that they came with her. 
1 When you examined her publickly, you confeſſed 
= the would make no Recantaion: And you repeat 
the Queſtion, What ſhould we have done? I have 
no Right to anſwer for more than one; but I ſo- 


lemnly aſſure you, for myſelf, I would have _ oy 
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ad Canning's Friends over her? were not you theres 
or her Protection? I am no Friend to Cloſetingn: 
and I muſt tell you 1 ſhould have had ten Times the 
pinion of her Recantation, if two Things had not 
appened, If Dr. H— had had no Hand in the x 
zerſuading her to make it; and if ſhe had made it 
publickly before the World, and before the Friends 
pf Canning. 
Now, Sir, we come to the Bed-gown : You have 
dromiſed, or ſome People who pretended to be in 
your Secrets, have promiſed for you, that you would |; 
put this Bed-gown upon the proper Owner.——Dg - 
hat, and you have proved the Guilt, or the Inno- 
ence of Canning: But that is not done in this Ad- 
reſs. : 
You ſay, the Girl told you the Bed- Gown E. 
ſer Mother's: If this be true, the Girl has indeed ü 
ut it upon the right Owner. But there are thoſe, - 
am told, who are ready to atteſt, that the Girl did 
ot ſay it was her Mother's Bed-Gown, but that ſhe 
ud ſhe muſt carry it to her Mother's, "Theſe Peo- 
le had Ears, Sir, and I am told they have Charac- * 
ers: If they ſhould take into their Heads to ſwear 
nis, what will become of your Addreſs, But ſup- 
oſe the Girl did ſay it was her Mother's Bed-Gown« 
ſuppoſe, Sir, it might be underſtood at that Time - 
) be her's ; for no Body would be likely to claim 
: If it was her's, Sir, it was her Mother's; for 
ery Thing that was this poor Girl's, was her Mo- 
ier's ; and what is to be made of ſuch a Confeſ- 
on ! If ſhe ſpoke the Words, ſhe meant no other. 
But, Sir, I have not yet done with this ragged 
rticle of our Enquiry, With what Intent was 
ie Gown detained ? Were any Steps taken to diſ- 
wer Whoſe it was? Yes. You were in Hopes: the 
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Hopes! Sir, What Right had you to hope about it? it became 50 


given an Anſwer to the Alderman's Addreſs, 


- - . 
_ 


8 Waſher woman would have proved it to be her Mother's. You w 


enquire : Flope ſpeaks Paſſions, and a Party. You did cauſe Means 
uſed in Aldermanbury, to ſee if you could get it own'd ; becauſe, if 6 
there, it would prove ſhe was not abſent, It was not own'd, and 
muſt permit me to ſay, this is ſome Argument that ſhe was elſey| 
But now, Sir, why did not you cauſe the ſame Enquiry to be made at 
feld? there are Waſhcrwomen at Enfieid, as well as in Alderman 
Why might not they diſcover to whom it belonged, as well as the othy 
I think one Enquiry was as neceſſary as another: Impartiality, if it 
made one, would have made both. Both were not made that Iever h 
one 1 heard was. It you cauſed Enquiry to be made where a Diſcs 
would have proved the poor Girl's Gur/t, you ought to have cauſed Er 
ry to be made alſo where a Diſcovery would have proved her Inn, 
If none, may there not be People at Enficld who yet know this] 
| gown. Sir, if no Enquiry has been made about the Gown at FE» 
© who knows but the Girls Friends may ſay, your detaining it, preve 
their proving her Innocence. They may ſay, that you detained it 
take away from them that Opportunity of proving her Innocence. 

He afterwards goes on to obſerve in the ſame Manner, That if it 
his Humanity that intereſted him fo warmly in the Gypſy's Favor 
ſhould have been ſatisfied when it had got her a free Pardon; and not! 
gone on to have proſecuted Canning ; For the Gypſy's not robbing] 

Was no Proof that ſhe had never been robbed. A Girl of a fair Chart 
had as much Title to his Compaſſion, as a Woman of an infamous U 
; mination. He then tells him, that his aſſerting that the Friends of (| 
ning knew ſhe was an Impoſtreſs, and proteRzd her out of Oppoſitin 
him, without any Regard to Law, Decency, or their own Charad 
that they thiritcd after the Gypſy's Blood, oppoſed her Pardon, aut 
like, was making much too free with private Characters; and that it 
came him either to retrat theſe Aiſertions, or prove them; for that! 
thing like that had appeared on the Foot of any Evidence, That 
Perſons who protected Cannirg, though reflected on, were of ſuch mt 
table and eſtabliſhed Characters, that wit nout Doubt they thought her; 
nocent; and if ſo, it was no Reflection on them, though ſe ſhovldh1 
deen proved guilty. He obſerves, that Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne had affirmed! 
many who appeared for the Girl, had been guilty of Perjury; that 
Was a Home Charge, and therefore it became him to retract it, or make 
good, and to point out the Perſons ; for by ſaying this at large, he refit 
on the Innocent as well as the Guilty, if there were any ſuch, 
; He concludes with telling him, and pointing out, that though tel 
+: propoſed in his Addreſs to clear up vbere Canning vas during the Mull 
ber Abſence, under wwboſe Direction, and 20bat was the Cauſe of ber 
yet he had in no Manner ſhewn any one of theſe ; and that tht “ 
might have been very well at Mother Wellis all the Time, for any 1M 
he had ſhewn to the contrary, After this Manner has the Livery" 


| 


© The Time now drawing near for the Tranſportation of the Giih 
Friends endeavoured and made an Offer of paying any reaſonable 8 
her Paſſage in the Cabbin with a Female Friend; but this could not- 
tained, it being determined ſhe ſhould go amongſt the Convicts: But 1 
of Sickneſs ſeizing her when the Tranſport Veſſel with the Convit-' 
ready to ſail, though it was detaiaed ſome Time on Purpoſe, it was olli 
at laſt to ſail without her. And at the laſt Seſſions, notwithſtaniin} 
the Oppoſition made to it, they obtained Leave to tranſport her by «Mi 


ng. fix Votes; and ſhe was accordingly delivered out of Newgdt 
her Friends, with whom ſhs gemains till the Veſſel is ready de Tn?!” | 
| AO ,. | ; * 
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